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1) FOREWORD
Cultural tourism plays an important role in the knowledge, preservation and promotion of cultural and touristic heritage of each country. While tourism was considered a primarily economic activity, heritage (either local, national or universal) represents a richness that cannot be considered a classic consumer product. In this respect, it is important of preserving both values and cultural heritage, by a better promotion of the history, local and national values among tourists and by supporting the intercultural exchanges that contribute to the communities’ economic, social and cultural development.
That's why it is important to highlight the importance of tourist routes, and for this purpose, we present in this document the  Black Sea shore route, archaeological sites and tourist attractions from the coast of Bulgaria and Romania, especially since part of them are in the patrimony and management of the Museum of National History and Archaeology (acronym MNHAC), and here we mean both exhibited heritage pieces, as well as the archaeological sites managed by the museum (the ancient cities of Tomis, Histria), but also Callatis, Argamum. From Bulgaria, we have chosen Nesebar, Emona, Biala, Varna, Durankulak, Kavarna and others.  
The touristic routs of the Black Sea shore have at least 64 objectives, between them 19 natural monuments, 8 religious’ monuments, 18 historical and archaeological sites and 19 others monuments.
On a regional level, the coast of the Black Sea is suitable for housing since ancient times, has a high touristic potential, marked by two basic components: natural (landscapes, favorable climatic conditions, therapeutic value) and anthropogenic (historical and archaeological artifacts, monuments and works of secular and religious art, museums and museum collections, ethnography and folklore elements, recent accomplishments). So, promoting the cultural tourism implies a valuable patrimony, or at least some outstanding sights, but well restored, conserved and enhanced in terms of tourism. 
Two complementary factors worked in the favour of this achievement: the existence of the rich patrimony mentioned above and that the major museum sights (ancient fortresses and archaeological sites) are generally located in inhabited areas, around human communities. A cultural route means an increased tourists’ inflow, which is - in turn - followed by an economic revival of the rural villages or cities, an income sources’ diversification of the respective communities (where revenues come mainly from agriculture) and, last but not least, the creation of new jobs. The approach is consistent with the tourism’s general trends, knowing that the activity is an important cog in the global economy, both in terms of international trade, and as an employment’s basic condition, being an increasingly complex phenomenon and bringing together people and resources, products and services, companies and their economic activity. Plus, in an accelerated way, tourism is an activity that identifies, differentiates and exploits the advantages of a geographic region; therefore, the public administration shows an increasing interest in the creative powers of cultural tourism as a source of economic value.
Objectives of archaeological interest must be integrated into larger structures, presented together with objectives of eco-tourism interest, thus being much better valued. Thus, the touristic-cultural richness of the Pontic area line will be better admired, known and understood.
Our objectives are located in Constanta, Tulcea, Dobrici, Varna and Burgas region. Methodologically, the objectives will be presented starting from the current city Nesebar, following the line of the sea to the town of Sulina.
From 18, half are located in Bulgaria, and the rest are situated in Romania.

2. IMPLEMENTED COULTURAL ROUTES
Booth country have implemented cultural- touristic routes regarding the shore of the Black Sea.
Marine strongholds of Bulgaria
Kamen bryag – Kavarna – Balchik – Varna – Byala – Nesebar – Burgas – Sozopol – Kiten - Sinemorets
Ancient Town Poros
Ancient and medieval city Akve Khalide
Archaeological Museum - Varna
Maritime Museum, City of Varna
Kaliakra Fortress
Fortress Kastritsi - Evksinograd
Fortress Yaylata
Late Antiquity and Medieval Fortress, Ahtopol
Nesebar Architectural-Historical Reserve
St. Anastasia Island
Roman Baths, Varna
Sozopol
Thracian Fortress Urdoviza, Kiten
Thracian Sanctuary – Beglik Tash
Kibela Temple, Balchik
Asparuh's Rampart
Byala
Historical Museum, Primorsko
Customs of Vasiliko, Tsarevo
Early Christian Basilica (IV – VI century), Varna
Fortified Home of a Ruler, Sinemorets village
Permanent Archaeological Exhibition - "Secrets from the Sea Floor", Kiten
In Romania, the Constanta County Counsel has proposed and implemented 9 turistic route recognized at European level, 5 touristic route recognized at national level and 2 routes recognized at transnational level[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  http://www.cjc.ro/sectiune.php?s=175] 

	Rute Cultural Turistice in judetul Constanta recunoscute si certificate in sistemul european la nivel regional

	1. Ruta "Cetatilor Antice in judetul Constanta" - ruta arheologica (istorica)

	2. Ruta "Credintei si a Sperantei in judetul Constanta" - ruta religioasa

	3. Ruta "Istorie, Spiritualitate si Arta in judetul Constanta" - ruta muzeelor

	4. Ruta "Pe urmele lui Dionysos intre Dunare si Marea Neagra" - ruta vinului

	5. Ruta "De la cetatile romane de pe Limesul Dunarean la cetatile grecesti de la Pontul Euxin prin rezervatiile naturale din Dobrogea" - ruta multi-culturala ecoturistica

	6. Ruta "Biserici de lemn din judetul Constanta" - ruta patrimoniului cultural imaterial

	7. Ruta "Pe urmele civilizatiei stravechii europe - Cultura Hamangia" - ruta arheologica (istorica)

	8. Ruta obiectivelor memoriale dedicate Primului Razboi Mondial - ruta culturala (istorica)

	9. Ruta farurilor de la Marea Neagra

	Rutele Cultural Turistice in judetul Constanta recunoscute si certificate in sistemul european la nivel national

	- Ruta bisericilor de lemn din Romania (ruta nr.1)

	- Ruta patrimoniului multietnic din Romania (ruta nr.5)

	- Ruta oraselor si statiunilor balneare istorice din Romania (ruta nr.7)

	- Ruta patrimoniului muzeal din Romania (ruta nr.11)

	- Ruta "Mostenirea Imperiului Roman in Romania" (ruta nr.20)

	Rutele Cultural Turistice in judetul Constanta recunoscute si certificate in sistemul european la nivel transnational

	- Ruta bisericilor de lemn din Romania si din Republica Moldova (ruta nr.2)

	- Ruta "Pe urmele civilizatiei stravechii Europe - Cultura Hamangia" (ruta nr.3)



For the Danube Delta we have 19 routes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Traseul nr. 1
Tulcea - Canalul Mila 35 - Girla Sireasa - Girla Sontea - Canalul Olguta - Dunarea Veche - Mila 23 sat - Crisan - Maliuc – Tulcea

Traseul nr. 2
Tulcea - Canalul Litcov - Canalul Crisan - Caraorman - Hotelul Lebada - Maliuc - Tulcea

Traseul nr. 3
Tulcea - Maliuc - Hotelul Lebada - Canalul Crisan - Caraorman - Lacul Puiu - Popas BTT Rosu - Lacul Rosu - Împutita - Canalul Busurca - Sulina – Tulcea

Traseul nr. 4
Murighiol - Canalul Dunavat - Canalul Dranov - Golful Holbina - Lacul Razim - Gura Portitei

Traseul nr. 5
Jurilovca - Gura Portitei

Traseul nr. 6
Hotelul Lebada - Dunarea Veche - Canalul Eracle - Girla Lopatna - Canalul Lopatna - Lacul Trei Iezere

Traseul nr. 7
Hotelul Lebada - Dunarea Veche - Canalul Magearu - Dunarea Veche - Bratul Sulina - Hotelul Lebada

Traseul nr. 8
Traseul turistic Tulcea – Chilia Veche pe ruta: mun. Tulcea - canalele: Mila 36 – Sireasa – Sontea – Razboinita – Stipoc – Pardina - loc. Chilia Veche

[image: harta trasee in delta dunarii]
Traseul nr. 9
Tur Chilia pe ruta: loc. Chilia Veche - brat Chilia - bratul Babina - bratul Cernovca - canal Sulimanca - Lacul Merheiu Mic - Lacul Merhei - Lacul Matita - Lacul Babina - canal Radacinoasele -canal Pardina -loc. Chilia Veche

Traseul nr. 10
Tur Sf. Gheorghe pe ruta: loc. Sf. Gheorghe -canalele: Zaton – Buhaz – Palade –Crasnicol - bratul Sf.Gheorghe - loc. Sf. Gheorghe

Traseul nr. 11
Traseul turistic Sulina –Periprava, pe ruta: Sulina - can. Cardon - can. Sfistofca - Periprava

Traseul nr. 12
Traseul turistic Sulina- Periprava, pe ruta: Sulina - can. Cardon - Golful Musura - bratul Musura - bratul Stambulul Vechi - brat Chilia – Periprava

Traseul nr. 13
Tur Uzlina pe ruta: loc. Uzlina - can. Uzlina - lacurile: Uzlina si Isac - canal Isac 3 - gârla Perivolovca - brat Sf. Gheorghe - loc. Uzlina - cu extensie lac Isac- canal Isac 2- canal Litcov - canal Ceamurlia - can. Crisan - brat Sulina - Centru de Informare si Documentare Ecologica Crisan

Traseul nr. 14
Traseul turistic Jurilovca – Periboina - Istria pe ruta: loc. Jurilovca - lacul Golovita - canal V - lacul Sinoe - cherhana Periboina - punctul Cetatea Istriei - canalul II - lacul Zmeica - lacul Golovita - loc. Jurilovca

Traseul nr. 15
Traseul turistic Tulcea - Mila 23 pe ruta: mun. Tulcea - bratul Sulina - canal M.22 - garla Sontea - Dunarea Veche - loc. Mila 23

Traseul nr. 16
Traseul Crisan - Mila 23 pe ruta: loc. Crisan - Dunarea Veche - canal Bogdaproste - lacurile: Bogdaproste - La amiaza - Trei Iezere - garla Lopatna - canal Eracle - Dunarea Veche - loc. Mila 23

Traseul nr. 17
Traseul Sulina - Sf. Gheorghe pe ruta: oras Sulina - canalele: Busurca – Imputita - cordon litoral – Tataru - loc. Sf. Gheorghe

Traseul nr. 18
Traseul Sulina – Sf. Gheorghe, pe ruta: oras Sulina: canal Busurca- canal Rosu – Imputita - lac. Rosulet - cherhana Rosulet - lac Rosu - baza turistica Rosu - lacul Puiu - can. Mocansca - lac Erenciuc - brat Sf. Gheorghe - loc. Sf. Gheorghe.

Traseul nr. 19
Lac Casla- Garla Somova- Lac Potica- Lac Parches – Lac Telincea

3. ACCESS
Access to the area can be done in multiple ways. Firs of all the main gates for entering the country are airports. For Romania, the most important airports for reaching Dobrogea region are the two airports from București, Interational Airport Henri Coandă and Băneasa Airport Aurel Vlaicu. The two main airports from Bulgaria, from which you can reach the main zone of this route are Varna Airport and Sofia Airport.
You can reach the Black Sea directly from the Danube, with the help of river boats, who can navigate until Sulina.
The Black Sea shore communicates with the rest of the area through the main roads transport axis, A2 and E772 from Sofia to Varna, on E87 and 39, E81, A4 along the shore of the Black Sea from Nessebar to Tulcea from where you can take the boat until Sulina. From Buchares until Constanta you can travel also to E81.
You can travel on the railway from Bucharest to Constanța (226 km), and from Sofia to Varna. 
	The boarder check point  Bulgaria- Romania is in Vama Veche Point.
Ways to travel in Bulgaria and Romania
By plane:
Bulgarian international airports:
SOFIA - http://www.sofia-airport.bg
VARNA - http://www.varna-airport.bg
BURGAS - www.bourgas-airport.com
PLOVDIV - www.plovdivairport.com 
Romanian international airports from Romania
BUCURESTI- Henri Coanda Airport - https://www.bucharestairports.ro/
BUCURESTI- Aurel Vlaicu Airport - https://www.bucharestairports.ro/baneasa/ro/
By Bus
The two countries have a developed bus transportation system (both internal and external). What is more - travel costs here are among the cheapest in Europe. Bus lines connect major towns with almost all European countries. 
By Train
Although the railroad network is one of the most developed in Europe, trains are definitely not among the fastest. If you would like to travel shorter distance, it is better that you catch a bus. The advantage of railways is that they go through some really spectacular areas far from the main roads and motorways. Catching an international train is not recommended, esp. in the summer, because it is slower than the bus and is usually crowded.  
By Taxi    
Taxi is a relatively cheap way of transport but some taxis in the area of international airports and railway - as well as bus-stations, might have unreasonable prices! Ask on info-desks for recommended companies when taxi use is necessary or try to have a look at the price-list first (it is mandatory that the price-list is displayed on the front and right back window.)

4. Archeological Sites and Museums
1. Nesebar- the old city and Archaeological Museum
Often referred to as the "Pearl of the Black Sea", Nesebar is a rich city-museum defined by more than three millennia of ever-changing history. The small city exists in two parts separated by a narrow man-made isthmus with the ancient part of the settlement on the peninsula (previously an island), and the more modern section (i.e. hotels, later development) on the mainland side. The older part bears evidence of occupation by a variety of different civilisations over the course of its existence.
Nessebar, on the Black Sea, was settled at the end of the Bronze Age by the ancient Thracians, who called it Melsambria. Today, you'll find the preserved remains of eras gone by—the Roman and Medieval walls; the Byzantine and Bulgarian churches; and houses from the 18th and 19th centuries. Nessebar was once an important trading city and part of the Delian League. During the centuries to follow, it remained a strategic point for the cultures and epochs that passed through this pivotal place. Today, you'll find the remnants of these eras in the form of buildings from the Middle Ages and Byzantine Empires. The historic city reflects all the stages of development of architectural styles in the Balkans from ancient times until 19th century.
Nessebar is proud of its churches. The Church of St. Sofia, known as the Old Metropolitan Church, and the Church of Virgin Eleusa, situated on the northern shore, are three-aisled basilicas dating to the early Byzantine period in the 5th and 6th centuires. The Church of St. John the Baptist, from the 11th century, is distinguished by its cylindrical dome. The Church of St. Stephen is remarkable for its frescoes from the 16th century.
The city is sometimes said to be the town with the highest number of churches per capita. According to some legends there used to be around 40 churches in Nesebar. Today there is information about 23 of them. Apart from the churches that have been transformed into museums, several other restored and well-preserved temples can be seen in the Old Town. Some of the most famous include:
the Church of St Sophia or the Old Bishopric (Stara Mitropoliya) (5th–6th century)
the Basilica of the Holy Mother of God Eleusa (6th century)
the Church of John the Baptist (11th century)
the Church of St Stephen or the New Bishopric (Nova Mitropoliya) (11th century; reconstructed in the 16th–18th century)
the Church of St Theodore (13th century)
the Church of St Paraskevi (13th–14th century)
the Church of the Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel (13th–14th century)
the Church of Christ Pantocrator (13th–14th century)
the Church of St John Aliturgetos (14th century)
the Church of St Spas (17th century)
the Church of St Clement (17th century)
the Church Assumption of the Holy Virgin (19th century)
Whether they were built during the Byzantine, Bulgarian or Ottoman rule of the city, the churches of Nesebar represent the rich architectural heritage of the Eastern Orthodox world and illustrate the gradual development from Early Christian basilicas to medieval cross-domed churches.
Due to all its historical and architectural richens, in 1956 it was declared “a museum town, an archaeological, and architectural reserve.” Because of its unique historic value, it was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1983. Today, the Old Town is an attractive place for romantic walks along the narrow-cobbled streets, between boutiques selling interesting handmade goods.
If travelling by plane, the Burgas airport is 25 kilometres from Nessebar and also you could fly from Sofia Airport. If arriving by car, the Old Town limits traffic. It's best to park outside and walk. Travellers will find that Nessebar is well connected by bus and public transport to many destinations. The town’s bus station is on a square just outside the city wall, near the town gate. Regular buses run throughout the year to Sunny Beach, Burgas, Varna, and Sofia[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  https://visitworldheritage.com/en/eu/ancient-city-of-nessebar-bulgaria/1eb617dc-07fe-4acf-b2d0-637f37e1bdcb] 

The Archaeological Museum of Nessebar is an excellent place to get a grasp on history. With a solid collection of artefacts from the 3,000 years of the town’s existence, it covers six distinct cultures: Eneolithic, Thracian, Ancient Greek, Roman, Byzantine, and Bulgarian.
Although the Archaeological Museum is not large, the quality of the collection offers an insightful look at the various stages of Nessebar’s development. The permanent exhibition "Nessebar Down the Centuries" takes you step by step through the tale of the town’s place at the crossroads of civilisations. While it displays exquisite golden jewelry, imposing marble reliefs, refined pottery, and splendid pieces of art, there’s much more to discover as you look deeper.
Stone anchors from the 12th century BC show the busy maritime industry of the time, while silver coins show the role played by the local Thracian population in political and economic life. Marble art and bronze vessels show the importance of the Ancient Greek influence on Nessebar from the 6th to the 2nd centuries BC and demonstrate the importance of trade. During the Bulgarian era, arts and crafts flourished in Nessebar and the collection of paintings and pottery in the museum is a testament to that[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  https://visitworldheritage.com/en/eu/archaeological-museum-of-nessebar/e3c29185-eafa-48c1-8d95-c0a1b8f5819a] 

The municipality of Nessebar is the largest tourist agglomeration on the Bulgarian Black Sea coast. Tourist industry is a priority branch, one of the most dynamic and promising industrial sectors. On the territory of the municipality there are 200 hotels with more than 200 000 beds, 630 private rooms with over 35 000 beds and 1 000 catering establishments. A great part of the accommodation is based in the town of Nessebar, Sunny Beach tourist resort, the town of Obzor and Sveti Vlas and the village of Ravda[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  http://english.nessebarinfo.com/tourism.html] 

Availability for visits: Yes
Transport accessibility: The Architectural-Historical Reserve covers the territory of Old Nesebar. Visitors can get there by crossing the narrow isthmus connecting the old and the new part of the town. The town of Nessebar is situated 37 km northeast of Burgas and 429 km east of Sofia. Between Burgas and Nessebar is provided road transport. The fastest way to Burgas is by plane. The flight from Sofia takes 40 minutes. Burgas Airport accepts flights throughout the year, railway station in Burgas, Port of Nessebar.
Tourist infrastructure: hotels, restaurants, shops, Tourist Information Centre[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.tourism.government.bg/en/tourist-destinations/2802/5567] 

	You can find more information on this sites:
https://visitworldheritage.com/en/eu
http://english.nessebarinfo.com/

2. Emona
Emona is a village and seaside resort in southeast Bulgaria, situated in the Nesebar Municipality of the Burgas Province. The beach Irakli is 5 km from Emona. Emona lies close to Cape Emine. There are ruins of the ancient fortress nearby. This place is famous for being the birthplace of Thracian king Rhesus, who fought in the Trojan War. According to Homer's Iliad, he was killed by Odysseus and Diomedes. This is where the longest mountain range in the Balkans descends into the sea shore and the beautiful lighthouse at Cape Emine built in 1880 served for many years as a beacon of light for seafarers. 
The ruins of the medieval monastery of St. Nicolas and medieval fortress Emona, with a 19th-century lighthouse on top and the environmentally protected area along the beach of Irakli (app. 4 km from Emona) are all near the village. Because of the protected nature and the presence of rare and endangered species- plants, birds and animals- cape Emine has been declared as a NATURA 2000 protected area. Cape Emine is an important point for Via Pontica birds’ migratory route and is a nice location for bird-watching, especially for the soaring white stork flocks during their autumn migration. Another one of the local attractions are the wild living studs in the area.
Not far from Emona are the coastal resorts of Obzor (20 km), Sunny Beach (30 km), St.Vlas (25 km), Elenite (9 km) and UNESCO World heritage town of Nessebar(35 km).
You may reach Emona from:
Varna (60 km), the largest city on Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, an international airport and a sea harbour by either bus (stop at Irakli *) or car (app. 1 ½ hrs);
Burgas (60 km), the second largest city on Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, an international airport and a sea harbour by either (stop at Irakli*) bus or car (app. 1 ½ hrs);
*From Irakli bus stop you should hitch-hike to Emona (9 km) or arrange in advance a pick-up. A taxi could be taken in Obzor (20 km) or Sunny beach (30 km)[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  https://www.bhfieldschool.org/countries/bulgaria/the-coastal-village-of-emona-on-black-sea-and-environs] 


3. Byala
Byala is a small town and seaside resort in Eastern Bulgaria, located on the Bulgarian Black Sea Coast in Varna Province. It is the administrative centre of the homonymous Byala Municipality and lies in a semi-mountainous region in the easternmost branches of Stara Planina about 50 km south of the city of Varna and 70 km north of Burgas. As of June 2022, the town has a population of 2,205 inhabitants.
The first known settlement here, near Cape St. Athanasius (Sveti Atanas) just south of town, is dated back to the 6th century BC. Its Greek name was perhaps Larissa, later, Aspros (White). Later the Roman road service station Templum Iovis (Temple of Jupiter, today's Obzor) was erected with a fortress nearby. The region became part of the First Bulgarian Empire in 681 AD; the Bulgarian fortress of Vicha stood later perhaps on cape Beli Nos (Cape White) north of town.
In the Ottoman period (from the late 14th century through 1878), a village known as Akdere (White creek) existed at the town's present location; it was later renamed Byala. A customs office between the Principality of Bulgaria and Eastern Rumelia was temporarily established in 1878. Until the early 1900s, the majority of the population was ethnic Greek[citation needed]; with the population transfers between Bulgaria and Greece following World War I, about 75% of them are now ethnic Bulgarians tracing their ancestry to the village of Athira (Bulgarian: Bozets) in Greek Macedonia. Byala was declared town on 5 September 1984.
Byala's economy is based mostly on tourism and agriculture, including viticulture. There are several hotels, camping areas and beaches. There are attempts to develop "village tourism", a new concept that is believed to be interesting to foreigners. Nature landmarks outside Byala include Karadere, one of Bulgaria's last remaining wild beaches with pristine dunes and freshwater wetlands, and the White Cliffs (Белите скали, Belite skali) displaying a classic Cretaceous–Paleogene boundary exposure; there is a demonstration centre.
Churches: "Sveta Paraskeva"; "Uspenie Bogorodichno"
Museum of Ethnography (founded in 1986)
Military Monuments (mainly commemorating the soldiers who died in World War II)
The Municipal Cultural Institute /Museum/ – Byala was registered as a cultural organization on August 2, 2012. The museum was established in order to preserve the material cultural and historical monuments discovered during the archaeological excavations at Cape St. Atanas.
Since the middle of 2009 at Cape St. Atanas, located 3 km south of the town of Byala, archaeological research has been carried out. The archaeological site is multilayered. Materials were found from the Classical Era to Late Antiquity (6th century BC – 7th century AD).
THRACIAN CULT CENTER DURING CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY, FROM 6TH CENTURY BC TO THE BEGINNING OF 1ST CENTURY AD
In various segments of the southeastern part of the cape, more than 120 cult pits, several furnaces for daily use, remains of dozens of sacrificial fires (escharat), and a Thracian temple were excavated – all dated in the early cultural layer (6th century BC until the beginning of the 1st century AD). The characteristic “Thracian Cult Center” for the structures in this part of Cape St. Atanas is confirmed by dozens of interesting ceramics, coins and other finds. The complete archaeological research and scientific analysis of the Thracian cult center is yet to come, but it is clear that it is a new valuable source of historic information for the local Thracian population.
SANCTUARY OF HERACLES DURING ROMAN IMPERIAL PERIOD, FROM 2ND TO 3RD CENTURY AD
Again at the southeastern end of Cape St. Atanas, the remains of a large building and six marble statutes, sculptural compositions and votive tablets were discovered. The sculptural compositions depict different scenes from the exploits of the ancient Greek demigod Heracles. Heracles (Roman Hercules) was worshiped in the Balkans by Greeks, Thracians and Romans. The inscriptions on the basis of three of the compositions as well as the artistic style date back to the 2nd-3rd century AD. In the vicinity of the above-mentioned location several Roman bronze coins from the first half of the 3rd century AD were also found. These findings are a testimony that on Cape St. Atanas during the Roman imperial period, there was a sanctuary dedicated to Heracles.
FORTRESS AND SMALL PORT TOWN DURING LATE ANTIQUITY, FROM 4TH TO 7TH CENTURY AD
Considering the location of the fortress on a cape that closes and protects a little bay, it could also be regarded as a small port town. The bay was certainly a suitable harbor aimed for small vessels used mainly for trade purposes.
As it often happened with the fortified sites during the Antiquity at times of war, the fortress served as a refuge place (refugium) for the residents of the villages of the region. The fortification line consisted of a stone wall and a moat in front of it. The length of the fortification line was about 250 meters and closed an area of just over 35 acres. A street with a pavement of large slabs of stone started from the middle of the fortress wall where the main gate was located.  Such streets, called “mese”, were characteristic of late antique cities. The “mese” was the main commercial artery of the ancient city. Around it, have been explored a little more than thirty stone-built buildings and outbuildings around them – wooden sheds, deep dug cellars and so on. The buildings had different purposes – mainly dwellings, but also served as craft workshops, warehouses, shops, pubs/“ergasteria”. Three wineries have been discovered, showing that the cultivation of vineyards and the production of wine has been one of the main livelihoods of the population. A small public bath was also explored in the fortress at Cape St. Atanas.
In addition to industrial, commercial and transportation functions, the “mese” was also the “communal” street (demosia odo). Some of the official processions were following the “mese”. Naturally, the processions started or ended in front of the main Christian temple – the basilica. The Early Christian Sacral Compound of the Late Antique Fortress at Cape St. Atanas includes a basilica, a bishop’s residence, two baptisteries, a repository for ecclesiastical gifts and a holy water well.
Two baptisteries were found at the Early Christian Sacral Compound – one in the basilica and another, north of it with two periods of use. The walls of the baptistery in the basilica were decorated with frescoes – an image of Jesus Christ and inscriptions – MARI[A] and HIE[S]VS. South of the basilica was the residence of the Chora-Bishop (chief priest of the region). Among the many interesting discoveries from the Early Christian Sacral Compound is the bishop’s gold ring. The upper part of the ring is a flower cup on which a little dome is placed. The dome represents schematically the first built rotunda over the tomb of Christ in Jerusalem – the most revered shrine of Christianity.
Behind the walls of the small port city, there was an active economic life – mainly trade, more craftsmanship and less agriculture. The population of the antique city in the 6th century was probably over 1000 people. In the 5th century the fortress became a center for turning the local population from the old religions in Christianity. The ancient fortress experienced several natural cataclysms and barbaric invasions, but afterwards it managed to recover until 614 when it was finally burned and abandoned during the Avaro-Slavic invasion of that year. 
THE ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE TODAY
By the end of 2013 the Municipality of Byala completed a project for restoration and exhibition of historic buildings from the Late Antique Fortress. The basilica, the two baptisteries and the largest winery were completely restored. From 2014 the Late Antique Fortress at Cape St. Atanas is open to visitors[footnoteRef:7].he weekends [7:  https://museumbyalaen.wordpress.com/about/] 

Accessibility to visit: Yes; paid, year-round; There are tourist guides; It is accessible for people with disabilities
Transport accessibility: Municipal road, very good condition.
Tourist infrastructure: Yes - a family hotel, guest houses, restaurants, information center and souvenir shop on site[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  https://www.tourism.government.bg/en/tourist-destinations/2802/5591] 

More information: museumbyala@abv.bg

4. Varna
Varna (450,000 inhabitants) is Bulgaria’s largest city on the Black Sea coast and the country’s major harbor and holiday capital. It is the second most important economic center of Bulgaria after Sofia, and one of the major hubs for the Black Sea region. It is situated on both shores of Varna Bay and Varna Lake. The climate of the town is temperate with subtropical influences of breezy hot summers and mild but windy winters.
You can reach Varna from:
Varna International Airport (8 km from the downtown), which functions throughout the whole year.
Sofia (500 km) - the capital of Bulgaria having an international airport, by plane (1 hour), bus, train or car (app. 5-8 hrs);
Burgas (110 km), the second largest Bulgarian city on the Black Sea Coast having an international airport and harbor by bus, car (app. 1 ½ hr) or train (3 hrs);
Russe (180 km), the largest Bulgarian city having an international river harbor on the Danube by bus, train or car (app. 2½ hrs).
Varna is among Europe's oldest cities. Long before the Thracians populated the area (by 2500 BCE) there were several prehistoric settlements best known for the Varna Copper age necropolis. The eponymous site of the old European Varna culture (4600-4200 BCE) and one of the world's oldest large find of gold artefacts (mid-5-th millennium BCE), were found within the modern city limits. Miletians founded the trading colony of Odessos in 570 BCE within an earlier Thracian settlement. The name Odessos, first mentioned by Strabo, was pre-Greek, perhaps of Carian origin. Odessos was a member of the Pontic Pentapolis and a mixed Greco-Thracian community— a contact zone between the Ionians and the Thracians. In 339 BCE, the city was unsuccessfully besieged by Philip II but surrendered to Alexander the Great in 335 BCE, and was later ruled by his diadochus Lysimachus. The Romans annexed the city in 15 CE to the province of Moesia. At that time it occupied 47 hectares in the present-day centre of Varna and had prominent public baths - now the largest Roman remains in Bulgaria and fourth-largest known Roman baths in Europe. Odessos was an early Christian centre, as testified by the ruins of perhaps ten early basilicas, a monastery, and indications that one of the Seventy Disciples, Ampliatus, a follower of Saint Andrew, served as bishop there. In 442, a peace treaty between Theodosius II and Attila was signed at Odessus. In 536, Justinian I made it the seat of the Quaestura exercitus institution including Moesia, Scythia, Caria, the Aegean Islands and Cyprus.   
Theophanes the Confessor is the first to mention the name Varna, as the city came to be known with the Slavic conquest of the Balkans in the 6th-7th century. Recent scholarship has suggested that the first Bulgarian capital in the Balkans was perhaps located around Varna before it moved to Pliska. 
Bulgarian Hagan Asparukh (668-700) fortified the Varna river lowland with a rampart against a possible Byzantine naval landing. Control changed from Byzantine to Bulgarian hands several times during the Middle Ages. By the late 13th and 14th century, it had turned into a thriving commercial hub frequented by Genoese, Venetian and Ragusan merchant ships (the three republics held consulates and had expatriate colonies there). Wheat and other local agricultural produce for the Italian and Constantinople markets were the chief exports, and Mediterranean foods and luxury items were imported. Shipbuilding also developed in the Kamchiya river mouth.
14th-century Italian portolan charts showed Varna as the most important seaport between Constantinople and the Danube delta; they usually labelled the region Zagora. The city was unsuccessfully besieged by Amadeus VI of Savoy in 1366; in 1386, it briefly became the capital of the Principality of Karvuna, then was taken over by the Ottomans in 1389 (and again in 1444), ceded temporarily to Manuel II Palaiologos in 1413 (perhaps until 1444), and sacked by Tatars in 1414.
On November 10, 1444, one of the last major battles of the Crusades was fought outside the city walls. The Turks routed an army of 20,000 crusaders led by king Ladislaus III of Poland, which had assembled at the port to set sail to Constantinople. The Christian army was attacked by a superior force of 55,000 or 60,000 Ottomans led by sultan Murad II. Ladislaus III was killed in a bold attempt to capture the sultan, earning the sobriquet Warneńczyk (of Varna in Polish). The failure of the Crusade of Varna made the fall of Constantinople to the Ottomans in 1453 all but inevitable, and Varna (with all of Bulgaria) was to remain under Ottoman domination for over four centuries. Today, there is a cenotaph of Ladislaus III in Varna.
The British and French campaigns against Russia in the Crimean War (1854-1856) used Varna as headquarters and principal naval base; many soldiers died of cholera and the city was devastated by a fire. A British and a French monument mark the cemeteries where cholera victims were interred. In 1866, the first railroad in Bulgaria connected Varna with Russe on the Danube, linking the Ottoman capital Istanbul with Central Europe - for a few years the Orient Express ran through that route. With the national liberation in 1878, the city, which numbered 25-26 thousand inhabitants, was ceded to Bulgaria by the Treaty of Berlin. Over the first decades after the 1878 liberation, most ethnic Turks and Greeks departed and Bulgarian refugees from Northern Dobruja, Bessarabia, Asia Minor, Macedonia and Eastern Thrace arrived. Following the Second Balkan War (1913) and the First World War (1915-1918), ethnic diversity gave way to Bulgarian predominance, although sizeable minorities of Gagauz, Armenians, and Sephardic Jews remained for decades.
The town offers all the connections and services required for a pleasant stay as well as nice shopping areas, crowded streets with town cafes and attractive opportunities for nightlife and sports.
     
Landmarks   
More than 150 cultural and historic monuments of different periods have been preserved in Varna. Most outstanding among them are remains of Roman baths (2nd-3rd century), the Cathedral of the Holy Virgin (1883-1886), the church of St Athanasius (13th century) with interesting frescos and an exhibition of a collection of prints, lithographs, church service books from the Bulgarian Revival Period, etc. The Dolphinarium can be visited in the Marine Garden. Also located here are the Planetarium of Nicholas Copernicus, the Summertime Theatre, the Festival Complex, the Museum of the Black Sea, the Aquarium and the Palace of sports and culture.
Among Varna’s frequented spots are also some remarkable museums: the Archaeological Museum (with the unique collection of finds from the Varna Chalcolithic Necropolis), the Museum of History of Medicine (the only one in the Balkans), the Museum of Maritime Economy, the National Navy Museum, the Ethnographic Museum, the Museum of the National Revival Period, the Museum of the History of Varna, the Natural History Museum, the Museum of Tourism, the Wladislaw Varnenchik Museum Park, the Art Gallery, etc. The Asparuhov Bridge in Varna is the longest one in Bulgaria (2 km). It connects the city centre with the residential quarters of Asparouhovo and Galata. The local club of extreme sports organizes bungee jumps here.    
Varna Environs
Cape Galata (the southernmost point of the Varna Bay);
The Euxinograd Palace amidst a beautiful park with numerous exotic plants. Initially, it served as the summertime residence of prince Alexander I Battenberg (1879-1886), and later it became a government residence;
Fortress Kastritsi - Evksinograd
The complex used to be a royal summer residence for the monarchs who ruled Bulgaria after the liberation of the country from the Ottoman Dominion (1878) – Alexander Battenberg, Ferdinand and Boris III.
Another landmark in the area of the residence is the ruins of the late ancient fortress Kastritsi in the northeastern part of the park.
Prince Battenberg visited Varna in 1880 and he was welcomed at the monastery “St. Dimitar”, which was situated at the same place, where now the residence stands. The monarch liked the local nature so much, that two years later the Varna municipality bestowed him the monastery and its adjoining lands.
Prince Battenberg immediately began building his palace, which was called by the local people Sandrovo (named after the Prince), but the project was completed in the period 1887 – 1900 by his successor – Prince Ferdinand. The exterior of the palace is very similar to the French Renaissance palaces of the 18th century. The interior is also quite impressive – large halls, beautiful decorations, stylish English furniture, authentic marble fireplaces, French chandeliers, and wall and fireplace clocks, inlaid with gold, rare paintings, hanging on walls, covered in golden silk wallpapers. In 1893 the palace of Sandrovo was renamed to Evksinograd. The new name came from the ancient Greek name of the Black Sea – Evksinos Pontos. One of the first power plants in Bulgaria was built at the palace in the same year.
Prince Battenberg immediately began building his palace, which was called by the local people Sandrovo (named after the Prince), but the project was completed in the period 1887 – 1900 by his successor – Prince Ferdinand. The exterior of the palace is very similar to the French Renaissance palaces of the 18th century. The interior is also quite impressive – large halls, beautiful decorations, stylish English furniture, authentic marble fireplaces, French chandeliers, and wall and fireplace clocks, inlaid with gold, rare paintings, hanging on walls, covered in golden silk wallpapers. In 1893 the palace of Sandrovo was renamed to Evksinograd. The new name came from the ancient Greek name of the Black Sea – Evksinos Pontos. One of the first power plants in Bulgaria was built at the palace in the same year.
The palace park is an integral component of the Evksinograd complex. Prince Ferdinand attracted French park architects to design the 800 decare park in 1888. The project involved a rare tree species collection – from black oak to Atlantic cedar, which are the only species on the Balkan Peninsula. The bare and stony areas were covered in fertile soil, mostly taken from the valley of Kamchiya river. Greenhouses were built northeast of the palace for wintering of the palm trees and flower production. More than 500 flower species and 200 sapling species are grown there and in the arboretum.
The park contains several district zones: central (with the palace), Greek garden, English garden, Riverside, Beach and production areas. Each one of them is unique by its specific look and characteristics. The most elegant and representative part of the park is the space in front of the palace, which has a lake with a bronze statue of Neptune, delivered from France.
Transport accessibility: Road, Public Transport[footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://www.tourism.government.bg/en/tourist-destinations/2802/5560] 

Roman Baths, Varna
The Roman Baths are one of the most valuable monuments of culture in Varna, situated in the central part of the city, on the corner of the streets San Stefano and Khan Krum. This is one of the sites of the Archaeological Museum in the city.
The Public Baths of Odessos are one of the most preserved architectural monuments of the Roman Age in Bulgaria (1st – 4th century AD). They are of the so called “small imperial style” and their construction refers to the end of the 2nd century AD. This is the largest roman bath on the Balkan Peninsula – with an area of 7000 square meters.
It is the fourth in size in Europe – among the baths of Karakala and Diocletian in Rome and Trevira (Trier, Germany). It was used by the end of 3rd century. The Roman baths were declared an architectural and constructional monument of culture in Issue 16 of the State Gazette of 1968.
It was used by the end of 3rd century. Even nowadays a particularly interesting subject is the heating system, connected to the double floor and the special cavities, which were taking the hot air as far as the roof structure of the bath.
On the very site there is a pavilion where guide-books and souvenirs are offered.
Availability for visits: Paid, all year round, available guide
Transport accessibility: Public Transport
Tourist infrastructure: hotels, restaurants, Tourist Information Centre[footnoteRef:10] [10:  https://www.tourism.government.bg/en/tourist-destinations/2802/5578] 

The Pobitite Kamuni natural sight is one of the most frequented in the country. These are unique rock formations, whose age has been determined to be about 50 million years;
The Kamchiya River forest and mouth are among the most beautiful places along the Bulgarian Black Sea coast;
Seaside resorts of Golden sands, St. Constantine and St. Helen and Albena;
The small charming town of Balchik with the seaside Royal villa and botanic garden;
The Aladja rock monastery;
The Museum of Marcianopolis Roman mosaics in Devnya;
Two medieval capitals of First Bulgarian Empire: Pliska (680-s to 890-s) and Preslav (890-s to 969);
The Madara horseman relief (UNESCO heritage site)[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  https://www.bhfieldschool.org/countries/bulgaria/varna-and-environs] 

The Varna Museum of Archaeology dates form 1901, being one of the most important cultural institutions of Europe. The exhibition area of the Museum is 2150 sq. m, not including the storerooms, the library and the Educational Children’s Museum[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  https://www.archaeo.museumvarna.com/en/aboutmuseum.html] 

Museum of Archeology
Address: 9000 Varna, 41 Maria Luisa Blvd.
Information: + 359 52 681030, Fax: +359 52 681025
e-mail: archaeological@museumvarna.com
           rimvarna@abv.bg
Visiting hours: 10:00 – 17:00h
Days off: Saturday - Sunday (until end of April 2022)

Roman Thermae
Address: 9000 Varna, San Stefano and Khan Krum Streets.
Office phone: +359 52 600059
Visiting hours: Tuesday – Saturday: 10:00 – 17:00h
Days off:  Sunday - Monday

Aladzha Monastery
Address: 9000 Varna, Golden sands Natural Park.
Office phones: + 359 52 355460, 0882 916950, 0889 013471, 0887 841492
Taladzha Monastery will be closed for visitors from 01.01.2022 г. to 28.02.2022
e-mail: 
 
Visiting hours - Exposition: 09:00 – 17:00h,
Evening performances: 17:00 – 22:00h

Varna - an attractive destination for year-round tourism!
Varna is the third largest city in Bulgaria and the largest on the Bulgarian Black Sea coast. Because of its rich history and dynamic present, it is often called the "Sea Capital of Bulgaria". The city's geographical location, rich natural resources and ancient history determine its image of one of the most famous and beautiful resort centres in Europe and the largest in the Black Sea region. Today Varna is an attractive tourist, cultural and educational centre with excellent investment opportunities. As the eastern gate of the European Union, the city is an important transport and logistics centre, linking Europe and Asia, a bridge for cooperation and development of trade, transport and cultural relations.
Varna is an attractive four-season destination, and tourism is one of the main industries in the structure of the economy.  Varna Airport operates flights to 110 destinations provided by more than 60 airlines. Each year the number of tourists, served at the airport, exceeds 2 million. The unique natural resources - 32 km of the coastline, golden beaches, lush forests, more than 20 mineral springs, combined with rich cultural and historical heritage and traditions, provide great opportunities for recreation and entertainment, for the development of cultural, nautical tourism and holidays, wellness, balneology, medical and spa tourism.
The resorts "Golden Sands", "St. St. Constantine and Helena", "Riviera" and "Sunny day" offer more than 400 accommodation units with approximately 60,000 beds. Some of the resorts annually win the Blue Flag Award for Best Beach.
The cultural calendar of the city is extremely rich - Varna hosts many international festivals, including the International Music Festival "Varna Summer", the International Ballet Competition, the International Theatre Festival, the International Film Festival "Love is Folly" and others. Тhe oldest processed gold in the world, found in the Varna Chalcolithic necropolis (eneolithic) necropolis - V-IV millennium BC, consisting of 294 graves was discovered here. The golden artefacts, made of 23.5 carat gold are over 3000 and their total weight is more than 6 kg. The Treasure can be seen in the Archaeological Museum. The guests of the city should not miss Aladzha Monastery - the most famous medieval rock monastery on the Bulgarian Black Sea coast, inhabited by hermit monks in the 13th - 14th centuries; Roman baths - archaeological remains of the former public baths of the ancient city of Odessos, the natural phenomenon "Stone forest" and many others[footnoteRef:13]. [13:  https://www.varna.bg/en/189] 

Maritime Museum, City of Varna
The Maritime Museum in Varna is situated in the most attractive region of the city of Varna – at the sea shore, in the southernmost point of the Sea Garden. Through its halls, open expositions and all of its performances the museum aims to store, present and popularize the Bulgaria's Naval History. It is situated in the building built in the late 19th century. The building is an architectural monument.
In its expositions the museum presents maritime Bulgaria in its wholeness. The most important moments and processes of the naval activities of the Bulgarians, the construction of the maritime fleet, the participation of our seamen in the war between Serbia and Bulgaria (1885), the Balkan War (1912 – 1913), the First World War (1914 – 1918) and the Second World War (1939 – 1945) is presented on a relatively small area of about 400 square meters.
The museum visitors can see original ancient anchors and shop remnants, found on the bottom of the Black Sea; ship head decorations; uniforms of seamen and officers. Desk models show the diversity of the ship collection of the naval and the commercial fleet in various periods. Maritime flags, torpedoes, optical devices of lighthouses from the Bulgarian shores, medals, etc. are presented. Apparatuses and instruments show the complexity of the specifics of naval professions such as navigation and shipbuilding.
In an open-air exposition at the museum the visitors can see the museum ship Drazki; a torpedo cutter 123-K; a mine-sweeping cutter constructed during the Second World War according to a Bulgarian project; the sailing yacht Kor Karoli by which in 1976-77 captain Georgi Georgiev performed the first individual Bulgarian sailing around the world. A collection of various types of sea mines, boat and coast cannons, anchors, etc. are presented. The helicopters MI 4M and KA 25 C which had served in the Bulgarian water-plane aviation are also exhibited here.
Special attention is paid to the significant victory on 21 November 1912 when the torpedo boat Drazki successfully torpedoed the Turkish cruiser Hamidie in the Black Sea.
Availability for visits: Yes, Paid, all year round, available guide, with access for people with disabilities
Transport accessibility: Public Transport
Tourist infrastructure: hotels, restaurants nearby[footnoteRef:14] [14:  https://www.tourism.government.bg/en/tourist-destinations/2802/5558] 


5. Balcik
Balchik  is a Black Sea coastal town and seaside resort in the Southern Dobruja area of northeastern Bulgaria. It is in Dobrich Province, 35 km southeast of Dobrich and 42 km northeast of Varna. It sprawls scenically along hilly terraces descending from the Dobruja plateau to the sea, and is often called "The White City" because of its white hills.
Founded as a Thracian settlement, it was later colonised by the Ionian ancient Greeks with the name Krounoi (Ancient Greek: Κρουνοί) (renamed as Dionysopolis (Ancient Greek: Διονυσόπολις), after the discovery of a statue of Dionysus in the sea). Later became a Greek-Byzantine and Bulgarian fortress. Under the Ottoman Empire, the town came to be known with its present name, which perhaps derived from a Gagauz word meaning "small town". Another opinion is that its actual name derived from that of a local noble - Balik.
Karvuna is the old Bulgarian name of the ancient Dionysopol (now Balchik). The external resemblance to the name of the modern town of Kavarna is an occasion for some local historians to identify them, but the archeological and historical data are not in favor of this statement. Karvuna was the capital of the Karvuna region - so called Dobrogea in the Middle Ages until the arrival of the Turks. The remains of the castle of the boyars Balik and Dobrotitsa were found above the city hospital of Balchik in the "Horizon" district (Gemidzhiya), but were almost erased by natural processes. In the Vasil Levski neighborhood there are remains of the great fortress of Karvuna, built by the Byzantines and used by them and by the Bulgarians during the First Bulgarian Kingdom. Later, due to the difficulties in defending the vast fortress located in the plain and the lack of a view of the sea, the Bulgarians built a citadel, from which are preserved modest remains of the highest hill in the city - "Echo" (Jenny Bair), and the boyar Balik inhabits the said castle opposite it on the hill above the present hospital, south of the great fortress, which the centuries have now completely obliterated. Dobrotitsa, after ruling for some time here, moved the capital of the Karvun despotate from Karvuna to Kaliakra.
After the liberation of Bulgaria in 1878, Balchik developed as centre of a rich agricultural region, wheat-exporting port, and district (okoliya) town, and later, as a major tourist destination with the beachfront resort of Albena to its south.
After the Second Balkan War, in 1913, the town was renamed Balcic and became part of the Kingdom of Romania. It was regained by Bulgaria during World War I (1916–1919), but Romania restored its authority when hostilities in the region ceased. In 1940, just before the outbreak of World War II in the region, Balchik was ceded by Romania to Bulgaria by the terms of the Craiova Treaty.
During Romania's administration, the Balchik Palace was the favourite summer residence of Queen Marie of Romania and her immediate family. The town is the site of Marie's Oriental villa, the place where her heart was kept, in accordance with her last wishes, until 1940 (when the Treaty of Craiova awarded the region back to Bulgaria). It was then moved to Bran Castle, in central Romania. Today, the Balchik Palace and the adjacent Balchik Botanical Garden are the town's most popular landmarks and a popular tourist sightseeing destination.
During the inter-war period, Balchik was also a favorite destination for Romanian avant-garde painters, lending his name to an informal school of post-impressionist painters – the Balcic School of Painting - which is central in the development of Romanian 20th-century painting. Many works of the artists composing the group depict the town's houses and the Turkish inhabitants, as well as the sea.
1 Botanical Garden (about 2 km south of the center). This is the largest botanical garden in the Balkans. Of considerable interest is a large collection of cacti (250 species; only Monaco has a larger collection in Europe) and a rose alley, with 50 species of this beautiful plant. 
2 Palace of Queen Mary (The Quiet Nest) (in the botanical garden). The palace was built in 1926, when Balchik was part of Romania, for Queen Mary of Edinburgh (Queen Victoria's granddaughter and grandmother of King Michael of Romania). The palace complex includes ten villas, including a royal one, built in the oriental style. On the ground floor of the royal villa there is an art gallery and a souvenir shop, the second floor is available for inspection. In addition, there are a church, several gardens and a bridge. Architectural park complex “Castle” is situated above 2 km south-west from Balcic, 40 km north-east from Varna and represents a complex of villas and other buildings located on the Black Sea. After south Dobrogea reunification in 1940, the castle falls within the borders of Bulgaria and around it the academician Daki Jordanov has built the famous Botanical garden of 194 acres. The complex has become one of the main attractions on the north coast and it is included in the one hundred sights list.
At the beginning of the 20th century the southwest area of the town of Balchik is known as “The three mills” and as state forest of Kulak. In the Romanian records, after the occupation, are recorded property documents of people with Bulgarian names issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and State Property. There is evidence for “free transfer of land” and other documents dating back in 1935 stating that, according to the Law on land reform in the Romanian Kingdom, in the same year, the queen receives ownership documents on lands and buildings and it is added that ” “Estate prices and taxes related to its sale are fully paid.” The area owned by the monarchy was gradually increased. In 1937, the possessions are already extending to over 209.8 acres, and in 1938 their surface increased further and reached 244.8 acres.
The ensemble of villas of the summer residence of the Romanian Queen was designed by the Italian architects Amerigo and Augustino, and the construction take place in 1924-1934. The Botanical Garden was built in 1955 by the academician Yordanov of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. In the years of occupation, in Balcic, many aristocrats and Romanian intellectuals were buying places, Including the famous Cecilia Cutescu-Stork. They are often invited to the royal residence, making from the Palace a cultural center.
On 7 September 1940 the tsar Boris III, with international support, manages to conclude the Treaty of Craiova and to return Balchik a and the entire Dobrogea to Bulgaria. In 1948, through an interstate agreement between Romania and Bulgaria the land is allocated to Bulgarian party for administration. In 1970 was signed an treaty between People’s Republic of Bulgaria and the Socialist Republic of Romania, in order to transfer the ownership over several buildings, including the entire land and all buildings of the former castle of Balchik. Today, the castle is well preserved and restored permanently, and after ’80 sit has trensformed into a remrcable touristical centre.
3 Temple of Cybele. The temple was built in 280-260 BC, in honor of Cybele, the Phrygian goddess of fertility, the mother of the Pontus gods. In the 300s AD, a strong landslide completely covered the temple, which was discovered only in 2007. It's considered to be the only well-preserved Cybele temple in the world. The Temple of Cybele is a Hellenistic temple in Balchik, Bulgaria, which was discovered in 2007, during construction work on a new hotel. Balchik is situated in the north-east part of the Bulgarian Black Sea shore, 40 km from Varna and 20 km from Kavarna.
In the 4th century BC Dionisiopolis was quite an important economical center. That is evident by the found coins, which had been coined in the town. The name of the God Dionysus was carved on them. The cults for the God of Wine and the Great Mother Goddess Kibela were largely spread.
A large number of the finds, made during excavations in the region, are stored in the Historical Museum of Balchik. The exponents speak of the creation and the development of the town in Antiquity and the Middle Ages. The period in which Balchik and South Dobrudzha were under Romanian ruling are presented by pictures and documents. All finds and marble statues from the Kibela Temple are stored in the museum. The Temple of Kibela was found in 2007, and according to archaeologists it dates back to about 280 – 260-year BC. 27 preserved inscriptions were found in the remains of the temple, and almost all images are of the Goddess Kibela. After the earthquake in the middle of the 6th century, the temple was covered up.
The building has an area of 93.5 m2 (1,006 sq ft) and dates back to the period 280-260 BC. It was burnt down by the Goths during an invasion of the region in 378 AD and never restored. In 544-545 AD, it was buried as a result of a natural calamity, possibly a tsunami in the Black Sea.[2]
The Balchik temple is the best preserved Hellenistic temple in Bulgaria, with findings being compared in significance to those of the ancient Pompeii complex,[3] because Cybele is the only known Phrygian deity, the patron saint of Ancient Rome, under whose care his centuries-old battle with Carthage was won. Alexander the Great was trying to build a monotheistic cult around Cybele, and theologians believe that it is this pagan goddess who belongs to the image of the Mary, mother of Jesus.[4][5]
It is considered to be one of the most significant anthropological archaeological finds in Bulgaria, comparable to the nearby Varna necropolis where the oldest gold artifact was discovered. The majority of the statues and other artifacts from the temple form part of the collection at the Balchik Museum of History. The temple itself remains inaccessible to visitors as it is located on private property.
Availability for visits: Nowadays it is accessible without paying an admission fee and with access for people with disabilities. On request of the tourists, a curator of the Historical Museum can tell the history of the temple on site.
Transport accessibility: Road, Public Transport, easy to reach
Tourist infrastructure: hotels, restaurants, shop[footnoteRef:15] [15:  https://www.tourism.government.bg/en/tourist-destinations/2802/5586] 

4 Church of St. Nicholas. This church, with its separate belltower, is considered an object of cultural heritage of Bulgaria and one of the main tourist objects of Balchik. It was built in 1848, then destroyed and restored only in 1866 by George Denyuv. The church used to be a functioning school; now the building is a museum. Not far from the church, there is a memorial plaque in memory of the Bulgarian revolutionary Kalchev. [image: Saint Nicholas Church (Q12293222) on Wikidata] (updated Sep 2018 | edit)
5 Church of St. George. It was erected in 1897. A typical Bulgarian church is a three-nave building with a pentagonal apse. The highlights are the episcopal seat and the carved iconostasis created by the famous Avramov masters. [image: Saint George Church (Q66805239) on Wikidata] (updated Sep 2018 | edit)
6. Church of St. Constantine and Helena. The Greek Orthodox Church, built in 1894. (updated Sep 2018 | edit)
7. Tuzlata Mud Baths (A few km east of Balchik). M-Su 09:00-15:30. Similar procedure as the Dead Sea—the water is salty but not salty enough to properly float. The place includes showers, change rooms and a nice rest area with benches. Men and women go separate.
You can also access the pools from their southern side walking along the beach, but there are no showers and going to the sea might proof difficult—you might just dry yourself regularly with a towel though.
There are two restaurant or so just north of the pools. 6/3 лв. (updated Dec 2021 | edit)
8. Sulphur spring. Pseudo warm, sulphuric water coming out of a pipe. Good for taking a shower. (updated Dec 2021 | edit)
The museum in Balchik owns a fund of over 20000 movable cultural assets, divided into three collections - archeological, ethnographic and artistic. In its structure are included four objects - Main Exposition, Ethnographic Exposition, National Revival Complex, Teketo Site.  A particularly attractive part of the Museum was the socialized archaeological site "Temple of Cybela", opened in 2007. In 2013, the renovated main exhibition of the Museum was officially opened. The institution organizes archaeological research, expeditions and other research activities. It is actively present in the cultural life of the city and the region. The Town Art Gallery in Balchik is a branch of the Historical Museum[footnoteRef:16]. [16:  http://www.museology.bg/en/museums/i80/historical-museum-balchik.html#.Yz6wn3ZBxPY] 

Opening hours for visitors:
Monday - Saturday 09.00 - 12.00; 13.00 - 17.00
The Ethnographic Museum in the town of Balchik is located near the Historical Museum. Beautiful two-storey house in old style, which belonged to a grain merchant, today houses the Ethnographic Museum. The house was built in 60s of the XIXth century. 
The Museum keeps a variety of preserves authentic objects, cloths and typical local ornaments, and and various tools. The first floor of the Ethnographic Museum hosts an exhibition of various handicrafts. You can see exhibits from the cooperage craft, such as various woodworking tools.  Various sewing tools such as thimbles, irons, scissors, measurement units an other instruments related to the production of clothes are exposed. The museum exhibited striped beautiful handmade clothes typical  for this region.
This region is known for its copper craftsmanship. Here are exposed vessels for liquids, such as mugs, ments, drums and also cooking pots: pans, trays, pots and other utensils. Copper products exhibited at the Ethnographic Museum dates back to the eighteenth century. The tool work exclusively exposed titled: “Dikanya” for striking cereals and cut foliage is of exclusive interest. “Dikanya” is pulled by cattle being led by a man, who stays on top, playing the main weight.
The second floor of the Ethnographic Museum presents handmade costumes typical for Dobrogea region. More impressiveare the Dobrogea fabrics. Investing his talent, artistic taste, the sense of harmony and beauty, the Bulgarian  woman creates a variety of beautiful colors and fabrics and ornamentd  for domestic consumption and for house decoration. Various decorations are a natural addition to cloths: for adorning the head (forehead decorations, flickering, pendants, decorations under the chin, ears, pins, earrings), for neck (necklaces), for hands (bracelets and rings), for waist – straps and buckles. Weaving was one of the main livelihood of the people of this region. There are exposed many beautiful fabrics with various embroideries. There are presented carding for processing wool, spinster, reels, forks and even the rare horizontal loom.
A rich collection of jewelry in separate windows is arranged. Each window shows visitors the ornaments for door decoration, jewelry like rings and bracelets for the hands. A variety of waist ornaments, such as various metal straps and more is shown.
The library is also located in the  Ethnographic Museum, which has preserved more than 1,500 works and also stored various collections of books on topics like: pottery, wrought iron, copper, jewelry and apparel, and more.
The house museum is located in a beautiful garden planted with different flowers and bushes showing great interest from visitors. There are resting places where you can enjoy the beauty and style the Ethnographic Museum emits[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/objectives/constanta-en/] 


6. YAILATA
The national archaeological reserve ‘Yailata’ is situated 2 km away from Kamen bryag in south and 18 km away from Kavarna in north-eastern. It is a seaside ledge covering 300 decares (45, 3 hectares) and is detached from the sea by 50-60 meters high rock massifs.
There is a cave ‘city’ of 101 dwellings, settled as far back as V century B.C. Three necropolises (family tombs) out of III- IV century have been hollowed out in the rocks. Necropolis №1 has come onto being near a whittled down sanctuary, facing the rising sun. A little early- Byzantine stronghold is situated in the northern part of ‘The Big Yaila’. It is built in the late V century. One tower- gate and four towers are partially preserved. There are also a sanctuary, sacrificial stones, and wineries, four dug into tombs, which have been reserved since the Antiquity. During the middle Ages, the caves have been used as a monastery complex. There are some proto- Bulgarian signs on their walls- runes, crosses and stone icons.
The area of ‘Yailata’ is announced as an archaeological reserve in 1989 by a resolution of the Ministerial Council of Bulgaria. It covers comparatively big surface of the coast line starting from the village of Kamen Bryag in the north and reaching ‘Rusalka’ resort in the south, including 500 meters all along the sea line as well. There are many monuments in the territory of the archaeological complex, belonging to different historical epochs- from VI millennium B.C. until the middle XI century. The regular archaeological excavations have been made since the beginning of 1980. Every endeavor has been made so that the early- Byzantine stronghold, the necropolises out of stone tombs and the cave complexes to be investigated carefully and in detail
The name ‘Yailata’ has a Turkic origin and in Bulgarian means ‘high pasture’. The legend tells us that the Roman poet Ovidius had spent his last days here banished to the town of Tomi (today – Kjustendja) by Emperor August. His friends rescued him from Tomi with a ship. Ovidius took refuge in Yailata where he was harboured by the local people.
THE FORTRESS
A small fortress is situated on the northern part of the plane terrace known as the Big Yayla. The place it was built on, slightly dominates over the surrounding terrain and is separated from the sea by 20 m high rocky cliffs to the north and east. Thus fortification walls were needed only to the west and south. These are 2.60 m wide, with total length of 130 m. Facing the mainland, four solid towers are placed in front of the western fortification wall, and the gate to the fortress was located in the southern end of the southern fortification wall. The faces of the defense constructions were precisely built from closely fitting stone blocks, which at some places are 2.00 m long and 0.70 m wide. In the inside there are three stairs closely attached to the fortification wall, which are in a good state of preservation. They were positioned in such a way as to allow fast and easy access to the platforms of the walls and the towers. A small area from the interior of the fortification settlement has been excavated and investigated. The main street has been cleared leading from the gate to the fortress center and a large-sized building, probably the sentinel premises. Stone stairs closely fit to one of the building indicate that this was a two-storey construction.
The gate would have been the most neuralgic and most important spot for the functioning of the fortress. It is a tower-type gate with two entrances, each 2.60 m wide. The outer entrance was barred by a descending cataracta, and the inner entrance had a two-winged door barred with massive beams that glided into deep grooves made for this purpose into the fortification wall. The entrance arch was watched over by a tower, which provided better guard for the entrance gate and the surrounding area.
The various archaeological artifacts made from copper, bronze, bone and clay and numerous coins found there indicate that the fortress was built at the end of the 5th – beginning of 6th century A.D. Existing during the time of some of the most devastating raids of the Slavs and proto-Bulgarians, the fortress was short-lived. It was finally destroyed in the last quarter of the 6th century and the settlement survived the burned ruins of the fortification for another couple of centuries. A Proto-Bulgarian settlement emerged there as late as the 9th century. At that time the entrance gate was blocked with a wall of secondary-used stone blocks and a small temple was built at the fmall gate in the western wall. Similar to the fate of most settlements in the Dobroudja region, this one too was destroyed by the invading Pecheneg tribes at mid-11th century. After that time life entirely ceased at this place.
THE CAVES
On the territory of the reserve, there is a great number of human-hand carved caves, either single or grouped in complexes. Just on the Big Jaila they are 101. Within a matter of years, with the help of geologists and technicians they were fully described and documented.
The caves are situated in several levels in the vertical cliffs, limiting the place to the Dobrudja plateau and the Black sea. They have been used for centuries as lodgings, some of them as tombs or churches. In the early Byzantine period – 5C -6C they served as monastic monastery i.e. here existed one of the so-called rock monasteries in Dobrudja.
ROCKY CEMENTRIES
Over 120 grave constructions were found in the three cemeteries in the Natural Reserve Yaylata; they were cut into the even rocky plateau or in the steep vertical cliffs. Several cave-type tombs were investigated on the southern terrace. They were cut into the base of the rock and consisted of small antechambers leading to rectangular burial chambers.

Cemetery 1, situated in the Dobroudja plateau about 700 m to the north of the early Byzantine fortress, has been investigated more systematically. It is situated along the ridge of the rocky cliffs standing 50-60 cm above the sea. According to their architecture, the burial constructions can be divided into:
Cave type with small-sized shaft-like antechambers with or without steps; the burial chambers have a comparatively large, usually rectangular or oval-shaped opening to the surface closed with slab-stones. This type of tombs is usually with well-shaped ante-chambers and steps;
Rectangular or oval-shaped graves covered with one or several slabs. This type of grave construction was for burial of children. The cemetery emerged around the sanctuary cut into the rock. Similar to the greater part of the grave construction, it faced the sea, towards the rising sun.
Cemetery 12 with 14 investigated tombs is situated in close proximity to Kamen Bryag village, to the east of it. In contrast to Cemetery 1, the tombs here are isolated into small groups oriented both east-west and north-south. Most of them are larger and more precisely cut in the rock. Tomb No 2 is of special interest; its eastern wall is decorated with a stylized image of a bull’s head, which is the only relief decoration discovered in the cemeteries investigated up to now.
With a few exceptions, all tombs have been plundered already in antiquity or in more recent times. The grave goods found: ceramic bowls, pots, mugs, lamps, bronze and iron clasps, glass beads, coins, etc, date within the chronological range 2nd-5th century A.D.
These were family tombs that had functioned for a long time; in some of them up to 15 skeletons have been excavated.
The cemeteries in the archaeological complex Yailata pose rather important and interesting problems related not only to the burial rites practiced there but also to the ethnical origin of the people buried. The formal and typological comparison of the constructions in the investigated cemeteries showed more similarities to analogous constructions along the north Black Sea coast than to the burial constructions from the East Rhodopi or Strandja-Sakar mountain regions. Therefore their occurrence along the Dobroudja Black Sea coast can be related to the invasion and settlement of barbarian tribes, most probably of Sarmathian origin.

7. Kavarna
Kavarna is a Black Sea coastal town and seaside resort in the Dobruja region of northeastern Bulgaria. It lies 42 kilometres (26 miles) northeast of Varna, 43 km (27 mi) from Dobrich on the international road E87 and 43 km (27 mi) south of the border with Romania. It is the principal town of Kavarna Municipality, part of Dobrich Province. As of December 2009, the town has a population of 11,397 inhabitants. A little yacht port, a fishing base, a spacious beach and a resort complex exist in the town. The landmark Cape Kaliakra is located a few kilometers to the east, as is the tiny beachfront resort of Rusalka. Three 18-hole golf courses with villa communities and marinas are being developed nearby, two of the courses are designed by Gary Player and one by Ian Woosnam.
During the 2000s, the town became famous with the annual Kaliakra Rock Fest featuring famous rock bands from around the world.
The town was founded in the 5th century BC by Ancient Greek colonists who settled on the Chirakman Plateau in the colony Byzone (or Bizone) (Ancient Greek: Βιζώνη). During the 3rd and 2nd century BC, the town played an important mediating role between the local Thracian settlements and the Greeks. Despite being unsuitable for wharfing because of its rugged cliffs, this part of the Bulgarian Black Sea Coast was an attractive centre due to the fact that the local people produced and traded with high quality grain.
During the second part of the 1st century BC the ancient town fell in the sea because of a disastrous earthquake. The frontal part of the Chirakman broke off and together with the richest citizens fell into the Black Sea's waters. According to the leader of the finished first part of the underwater archaeological expedition Kavarna 2005, Asen Salkin, the Roman town of Bizone has sunk two times in the sea. For that evidence the located form skin-divers borders of a sunk residential district of the town of Bizone in Kavarna's coast. For the presence of residential buildings the archaeologists judge by the found ashlars and parts of brick walls. The finds date from the 2nd century AD. According to the leader of the expedition this residential district has nothing in common with the disastrous earthquake from the 1st century BC. The underwater finds evidence for other phenomenon, for which the scientists express only suppositions, such as transgression and regression of the strata. It has started to transgress during the 1st century AD and this has continued to the 2nd century. It is possible that during this period the coast had risen by four metres and one day it suddenly fallen through.
During Roman times the town was restored under the same name and quickly flourished, the settlement revived and the port brightened up.
In the 7th century AD the Slavs and Asparuh's Bulgars destroyed the Byzantine town and later founded a new settlement, which entered the First Bulgarian Empire. In the late Middle Ages the settlement grew and was subject to Tatar raids; in the 14th century it became part of the Principality of Karvuna, which de facto broke away from the Second Bulgarian Empire under the rule of the despots Balik and Dobrotitsa of the Bulgarian royal Terter dynasty. In 1397, the Ottoman Turks nearly destroyed the city, which was abandoned but resettled again and rebuilt by the early 17th century. Its present name was documented for the first time in the early 15th century.
The town was considered an economic and cultural centre during Antiquity and the Middle Ages with rich and various remains – stronghold walls, early-Christian basilica, medieval churches, and public buildings.
Notable works of art, such as coins from different historical epochs, golden adornments, a golden Thracian treasure of applications, have been found in the area. Between the 15th and 19th century the town becomes popular under the name Kavarna, as a Christian settlement and port for grain export. From that time remain a Turkish bath, a medieval necropolis, a bridge, fountains, Christian churches and many inscriptions.
During the Russo-Turkish War of 1877–1878 Kavarna's Christian inhabitants, Bulgarians and Gagauz alike, rebelled against the bashi-bazouks and Circassian hordes. After the liberation the town became part of the Principality of Bulgaria.
From the beginning of 20th century Kavarna achieved a rapid progress as an economic and cultural centre. The town renamed Cavarna came under Romanian rule after the Second Balkan War in 1913 and again after the First World War in 1919. This however, was met with resistance by the local Bulgarian population and its Internal Dobrujan Revolutionary Organisation. In 1940 the town was ceded back to Bulgaria by the Treaty of Craiova.
Dobruja and the Sea Display
The Dobruja and the Sea Display is a small maritime museum. It is situated in an approximately restored Turkish bath, the Hamam. It was built in the beginning of the 15th century and represents a massive beehive bath from stone, situated in the beginning of the valley leading to the port, and half a kilometer apart from the town center. Many stone anchors, amphorae and ceramics found during the underwater archaeological expeditions are exposed there. Coins from different epochs and a golden Thracian treasure can be seen in the Treasure House Hall The ancient and mediaeval color painting expend our concepts for the ancient navigation around Dobruja's coasts.
Town Museum
The Town Museum can be found in the building of the local library. Materials, revealing the thousand-year-old history of the town are displayed in its exposition. Evidence for the life of the people in the region since ancient times are represented here. A model of prehistoric cave-dwellings, many tools, guns, rifles and pistols from the War of Liberation, as well as ethnographic materials — clothing, finery, folk-style cloth, are also exhibited
Ethnographic Museum
Dormition of the Theotokos Church.
The Ethnographic Museum represents an old house from the end of the 19th century that belonged to a rich family. Its interior reveals the customs and culture of the people inhabiting that part of the country; premises typical for Dobruja houses, tools from the culture and the daily round of the people. The building is surrounded by a garden full of mulberry trees, peonies and tulips.
Churches
There are two churches in the town both located in the town center. The Church of Saint George was built in 1836 and the Dormition of the Theotokos Church in 1860. Both churches played an important role during the Ottoman rule and after the Liberation as educational and cultural centers.
The old fountains
These were 12 spring fountains situated along the valley to the port. Some of them were destroyed and the rest were restored recently. The great amount of spring water forms a small river.
Cape Kaliakra and the architectural reserve on its territory are located 12 km southeast of Kavarna. It is an oblong, narrowing rocky peninsula that juts out about 2 km into the sea. The rich history, the well-preserved landscape, and the beautiful panoramic views make Cape Kaliakra one of the most attractive tourist spots on the Black Sea Coast.
The slopes of the cape take a 60 – 70 m plunge straight into the sea. The waves have carved caves and arches at its foot that can be approached only by the sea. In the past these tunnel-caves were connected to the fortress and were used for loading and unloading ships.
The first records providing information about the people who lived on the cape date back to the 4th century BC, when the region was inhabited by Tirisis, a Thracian tribe. This was probably the reason why the first name of the cape was Tirisis. Later the fortified wall that was initially laid by the Thracian tribe was restored and another fortified line was built. The settlement consisted of two parts: inner town and outer town. The first wall protected the town from the direction of the land. It remains now stand 2 m high and 440 m long. The remains of many buildings were discovered on the territory of the outer town. A large building that used to be a 4th century AD bath has been preserved to this day and can be found there. Tourists can also see an almost completely preserved vaulted mason tomb from the same period. During the archaeological digs several medieval churches were discovered as well.
A museum that preserves many archaeological finds discovered on the territory of the reserve is set up in one of the caves of Cape Kaliakra. The model that demonstrates how the ancient fortress looked like in the past is one of the most attractive exhibits in the museum.
The fortress was declared an architectural monument of culture of national importance by virtue of publication in State Gazette, issue No 73 of 1967, while Cape Kaliakra was declared a nature preserve by Ordinance No 16298 of the Council of Ministers of 27 September, 1941.
Tourist infrastructure: restaurant, the nearest hotels are in Balgareo village (6 km away)[footnoteRef:18] [18:  https://www.tourism.government.bg/en/tourist-destinations/2802/5559] 

A museum that preserves many archaeological finds discovered on the territory of the reserve is set up in one of the caves of Cape Kaliakra. The model that demonstrates how the ancient fortress looked like in the past is one of the most attractive exhibits in the museum.
The fortress was declared an architectural monument of culture of national importance by virtue of publication in State Gazette, issue No 73 of 1967, while Cape Kaliakra was declared a nature preserve by Ordinance No 16298 of the Council of Ministers of 27 September, 1941. 
Availability for visits: Paid, seasonable (May-October), available guide, with access for people with disabilities
Transport accessibility: Road, parking lot, informational signs along the road from Balgareo village to Cape Kaliakra
Tourist infrastructure: restaurant, the nearest hotels are in Balgareo village (6 km away)[footnoteRef:19]. [19:  https://www.tourism.government.bg/en/tourist-destinations/2802/5559] 


8. Durankulak
Durankulak is a village in northeastern Bulgaria, part of Shabla Municipality, Dobrich Province. Located in the historical region of Southern Dobruja, Durankulak is the north-easternmost inhabited place in Bulgaria and the northernmost village of the Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, although the village itself is slightly inland. 
Durankulak is a prehistoric archaeological site on the Golemija ostrov (Big Island) in Durankulak lake, Bulgaria. Prehistoric settlement commenced on the small island approximately 7000 BP and lasted for thousands of years. 
The first inhabitants were the Hamangia culture, dated from the middle of the 6th millennium to the middle of 5th millennium BC, and were the first manifestation of the Neolithic life in Dobrudja. Hamangia people were small-scale cultivators and plant collectors who built houses, made pottery, herded and hunted animals. Around 4700/4600 BC the stone architecture was already in general use and became a characteristic phenomenon that was unique in Europe. The settlement in Durankulak was a well-organized aggregation of buildings of substantial size with several rooms. They were coherently laid out according to a plan that was repeated over successive generations of house reconstructions. Buildings were rectilinear and large, narrow paths separated individual houses, which stood alone or abutted by other buildings. The structures were robust and made of large wooden posts sunk into foundation trenches and joined with wooden planks or branches covered with mud or clay. In all building horizons, except for in the earliest ones, buildings were internally divided into separate, mainly rectilinear, rooms. Stone structures and bases from the houses are well preserved and there is a cave and some cisterns to see. Durankulak is one of few monuments left from early farming societies in Europe and tell us about daily life. The excavation in Durankulak took part between 1974 and 1997 when 1204 prehistoric burials were carefully recorded and the remains of 21 houses were found. 
The largest prehistoric necropolis in the world, the oldest stone architecture in Europe, seven millennia of European culture, the first gold processed in the world .
In the distant 1974, an international expedition was held in northeastern Bulgaria, where luminaries in the archaeological science from Bulgaria, Romania and Russia took part. This part of the country (with the exception of the Shumen region) until then has not been studied in prehistoric terms. Archaeologists visit the Great Island in Durankulak Lake and find there, in their language, "surface elevated archaeological material".
The artifacts opened in 1976, under the leadership of Professor Henrieta Todorova of the Archaeological Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, on the Big Island to begin excavations.
The remains of 8 settlements in superposition (one over the other) and many other archaeological sites, some of which are located on the western shore of Durankulak lake, have been discovered. The first human traces of this place date from 5250 +/- 50 BC and the latter from the beginning of the 11th century AD, when there was an old Bulgarian settlement from the time of the reign of Boris I and Simeon I Great. In arithmetic terms this means a period of human presence and development, with minor interruptions, 6 268 years.
Consequently, in the process of research were found: 1978 - Neolithic settlement "Durankulak-phase Blatnitsa" of prehistoric culture Hamandjia and medieval Old Bulgarian necropolis - 279 grave, on the west bank of the lake; 1979 - Prehistoric Necropolis - 1,204 tombs and burial facilities (Hamandjia, Sava and Varna cultures) on the west shore of the lake; 1982 - a village from the time of the Trojan War on the southern slope of the Great Island, beyond the boundaries of the mound of the stone-copper age (the cultures of Koslodzeni and Babadag); 1989 - Ancient Necropolis of Hellenistic and Roman times - 41 tombstones, including catacombs buried in the north of the large Saxon-Sarmatian tribal community, on the shores of the lake, as well as some smaller sites and facilities. According to the research director Todor Dimov of the Dobrich Regional Museum of History, these discoveries make the Durankulak Lake Archaeological Complex a unique cultural and historical "standard" for comparisons of all the deposits from the mentioned chronological range in the region the Lower Danube, the Western Black Sea and Southeastern Europe.

Here's how history and geomorphology look at this beautiful and remarkable place. According to the Bulgarian (Institute of Oceanology-Varna, a team of Prof. Petko Dimitrov) and American (Institute of Research-Massachusetts, a team of Dr. Robert Ballard) and other scientists, the current Black Sea 7,500 years ago was a large freshwater lake . About 5 500 BC the Earth's climate is warming up (average annual temperatures of 5 ° C higher than today), polar glaciers are melting intensively, and the world's ocean is rising sharply. The level of the Mediterranean, and hence the Aegean and the Aegean sea, is rising. Then the sea water overpasses the Bosphorus, disastrously poured into the former freshwater Black Sea lake, the level of which rises by about 15-18 cm per day and the water floods the shores of 2-2.5 km. inland. At the end of this event, which occurs with leveling the sea level, the ancient shores of the former lake are now about 90 km. into the sea. For the pool, this is an ecological collapse. The dwelling freshwater flora and fauna dies from salty ocean water. From this event, the deep-water hydrogen sulphide layer, which exists today.
In the area of ​​Durankulak Lake, on land, other events occur which determine the character of the archaeological sites. Around the beginning of the millennium BC, due to vertical fluctuations of the earth's surface, the former rocky peninsula on the west coast of the lake became an island. Then on it (as a protected by all sides with water) the long-lived people living in the prehistoric culture of Hamandja settled for a long time. Here, these oldest inhabitants of Dobroudja find a permanent home near the fresh waters of the lake for the next millennium. On the Big Island, the only prehistoric settlement mound in southern Dobrudzha was inhabited throughout the millennium and later. Today, the lake is located 90 meters from the shores of the lake and about 2.5 km away. from the sea. Its total area is just over 19 acres.
The excavations of the island revealed between 16 and 18 houses in different horizons of the Stone Age. Oriented towards the world, they have shaped the oldest streets in Europe. The size of each of them is impressive for today's housework - from 150 to 170 square meters. But every house has a whole family - from grandmother and grandfather to grandchildren, presumably 18-20 people. This rough accounts mean that the island's settlement was inhabited by about 300-350 people, which of course varied over time.
The inhabitants of the island have been eating roots, wild fruits, fish and mussels, small and medium mammals, reindeer, wild steppe, cattle. Every day, they jumped from the island to the land where they cultivated the most ancient types of wheat, barley, peas, lentils. The average life expectancy of humans was about 30-35 years. The men were 1.55-1.65 meters tall, while the women were about 10 cm lower.
On the Big Island in Durankulak Lake is discovered the oldest stone architecture of the European continent. The people living there have overtaken millennia of the other cultures of the prehistoric world. They were dressed in clothes sewn from leather and sail, woven into primitive vertical looms - sometimes richly decorated with castles and bones or bowls of Mediterranean mollusks.
Impressive are the richly decorated clay pots found in the graves, gold, copper, shells of spondylust and dental, copper, bone and stone tools and weapons.
The Durankula necropolis is the largest known science of such a prehistoric phenomenon in the world.
The islanders bury the dead not on the island, but on the nearby southwest shore of the lake. The skeleton of a man who lived 7 millennia ago was exhibited at the "Dobrudja Archeology" exhibition at the Regional Museum in Dobrich. It is completely preserved as it was buried in antiquity. Interesting find are the clay statuettes and ornaments found in the grave of an elderly priestess woman. The woman in the tribe, lived 7,000 years ago on the island of Durankulak Lake, was worshiped and raised in a cult. She cared for the house, raised the children, made the house, prepared the food of the men and all the members of the family.

9. Mangalia
Callatis has been founded, according to the written historical sources, at the end of the VIth century b.Ch., by the Dorian colonists who came from the Heraclea Pontica, at the command of an oracle, on the place of a Getic settlement name Acervetis or Cerbatis. But the archeological sources place the founding of the citadel in the IVth century b.Ch., because of the fact that the oldest archeological materials, discovered by us until now, are dated from this period. In the middle of the IVth century b.Ch., there is built, from big blocks of stone, the interior wall of the citadel, which seemed to have had a surface of 80 hectares. At the same time, there is built the citadel’s port, Callatis. By the end of the VIth century A.D., the citadel met its decline, its end being also written by the attacks of the migrating nations. Callatis has been definitively ruined by the attacks of the Avars and by the Slavs at the beginning of the VIIth century.
The archeological site of Mangalia is an integrated part of the Citadel of Callatis and is extended on a surface of 1.000 s.m. Following the archeological diggings, there have been discovered and researched the architectural elements from the Roman-Byzantine époque belonging to the southern district of the Citadel of Callatis. Among the most important discoveries there are mentioned: the main road with a width of 6 meters, paved with flagging, oriented to East – West and provided with a collecting drainage and with a little thermal construction, composed of two chambers with walls executed in opus mixtum.
Through the researches undertaken in the period 1990 – 1992 in the 7 sections, it has been established the existence of two distinct constructions, placed on the North of Oituz street and one construction at the Southern part of the same street. The two constructions, having the same orientation as the street, are separated by an access corridor, a lane, whose width varies between 0,85 m and 1 m. The walls have bulks which vary between 0,55 and 0,80 m and are built from semi-featured limestone blocks, connected with yellow clay.
The dating of the entire complex based upon the discovered material: the fragmentary ceramic (skyphoi, kantharoi, phials, bolls) and derivation stamped amphora handles (Cos, Sinope, Thasos), can be made in the IV-II a.e.n. centuries.
Currently, the ruins of the citadel are located in the President Hotel, being protected and maintained in the initial state[footnoteRef:20]. [20:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/the-archeological-site-of-mangalia-mangalia/] 
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Endowed with a sheltered harbor, strong walls and fertile hinterland, Callatis fortress has experienced a very prosperity during the fourth and third century BC, despite the danger of Macedonian domination, of a siege (310-309 BC), of the Thracian king Lysimachus and of the failure of his projects to take over, together with Histria the port of Tomis city. Even after the death of Alexander the Great and of Lysimachus, during the third and second century BC, the fortress was still  issuing gold staters  having on the obverse the face of the two monarchs and on the respective reverses, a winged victory and Athena with a victory in hand.
In parallel with the flourishing economic life, in Callatis also took place an intense artistic activity, as evidenced by the objects found here: fine glass objects, baked clay statues covered with gold (tanagrets), marble statues and monuments.
Regarding the archaeological remains, what we know and was discovered after the excavations, is the wall built during the late Roman times. Historia Augusta, the official chronicle of the Roman Empire, recalls that Emperor Gallenius sent two architects from Byzantium,  Cleodamos and Athenaios to rebuild the fortifications of the cities on the  Dobrudjan coast of the Black Sea.
In the northeast corner of the fortress is located the basilica. Its complex consists of three parts: the actual basilica, atrium and the palace. It dates from the Vst century AD.  Basilica itself, serving as a Christian place of worship, unusually oriented to the north-south, has important similarities both as plan, as well as technical, with buildings of the same type from Syria. It is, apparently, the work of a Syrian architect and served as the seat of the city diocese[footnoteRef:21]. [21:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/callatis-fortress-mangalia/] 

THE MARINE MUSEUM from Mangalia was improved in the year 2004 in one of the barrack’s dismantled buildings.
The institution is conceived as a museum dedicated to the naval technique and emphasizes on the activity of the port from Mangalia during the years 1952 and 2000.
The Marine Museum Mangalia makes available to the visitor and impressive collection of navigation technique and heritage objects, which represent faithfully the recent history of the military Marine, throughout the modern exposition premises and a thematic library.
Within the exposition, there are found objects belonging to the arm collections under water, presented in detail, sections of torpedoes which were in the equipment of the marine gangs of the Mangalia Garrison. In the front courtyard of the museum building, there are exposed pieced from an impressive collection of naval artillery and anti-aircraft artillery, dominated by the massive cannon of 130 mm, which belonged to the coast artillery.
Prior to the XIIIth century, Mangalia appears under the antique name of Callatis (Callata in the Genovese navigation maps, sometimes between brackets under Pangalla or Pancalia).
Callatis was a colony of the Greek citadel Heraclea Pontica (today Ereğli in Turkey) from the VIth century before our era. The port and half of the town from antiquity are currently covered by waters. Despite the inevitable wars and of changes of lords, the town prospered throughout 1200 years, sometimes free, other times under the successive dominations of the Persians, of the Macedonians, of the Dacians and of the Romanians, becoming Byzantines following the Christianization.
During 1890 – 1892, the locality was populated with colonist of German origin, known as Germans from Dobrogea. The majority left the locality in 1940, being migrated by force in Germany, under the slogan “Heims ins Reich” (go home to Reich).
Mangalia becomes a modern port (the second maritime port after Constanța).
After the second world war, the city becomes a military frontier area and the tourism stagnates for ten years[footnoteRef:22]. [22:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/the-marine-museum-mangalia/] 

The Archaeological Museum from Mangalia
The Museum of Archeology from Callatis Mangalia is an institution dedicated to exposing and conserving the historical remains of the old citadel Callatis. The museum has been inaugurated in the year 1959, after the modernization works of the history uncovered a wide range of vestiges from the periods: Neolithic, Greek, Roman and Roman – Byzantine. The Museum comprises a variety of objects with historical meaning, starting with the exhibits situated inside the museum and ending with the archeological monuments situated on the territory of the municipality of Mangalia: the defense wall of the citadel of Callatis, the Roman – Byzantine Necropolis and the princely Tomb.
At the beginning of the XXth century, on the occasion of the works for the construction foundations, in Mangalia there were discovered traces of the locality’s very ancient past. The first ones to give the fair importance to these remains have been: C. Butculescu, Pamfil Polonic and Grigore Tocilescu. During the period 1915 – 1920, Vasile Pârvan, “the father of the Romanian archeology”, brings the matter of the destructions brought to the historical patrimony of Mangalia and carries on the first archeological researches in the locality (Callatis) and in the surroundings (Histria, Ulmetum, Tomis). At the 15th of September 1924, the historian Teodor Sauciuc – Săveanu initiates the first museum nucleus in the premises of an old Greek church. The communist period has been characterized by an alert rhythm of the constructions, which led to the destruction of some important archeological remains. In order to stop this thing, on this area there were sent archeologists who continued the researches and in 1959 initiated the first archeological museum from Mangalia, under the lead of Vasile Canarache, museum which functioned as a department of the National History and Archeology Museum from Constanța.
The Museum of Archeology from Callatis Mangalia offers the visitor a wide range of cultural offers, starting with the exhibits situated inside the museum and ending with the archeological monuments situated in the area of the municipality of Mangalia. Hence, in the fundamental exposition of the museum, the audience can notice numerous architectonical fragments (columns, column heads, architraves, friezes with metope, cornices with bucranium, etc.), ceramic vases (amphora, hydrias, kantharos, lekythos), rush lights, aqueducts, statutes of Tanagra type, glass vases, funeral stars, engravings, representations of deities, adornments, jewels, coins, metal objects, etc.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/the-museum-of-archeology-from-callatis-mangalia/] 

Being discovered in 1959 by accident following some urban plan works from Mangalia – Romania, the oldest papyrus from Europe stood hidden in a tomb situated outside the Greek citadel Callatis, in an area with necropolis with a few dozens of tombs.
The most important tomb from the necropolis, surrounded by a symbolical stone ring, contained a bronze sarcophagus, two laurel crowns of golden bronze, golden objects, coins, offerings of a deceased man, possibly a law giver, priest or noble. In his hand, there was discovered the oldest papyrus from Europe, whose antiquity was established by the presence of the coins (drachms from the period of Filip the IInd), belonging to the IVth century A.D., existent in the tomb. In the moment of the discovery, in contact with air and light, the papyrus (possibly with a length of 30 cm and a width of 5 m) began to rapidly deteriorate and the archeologists had to cover the tomb. After 30 days, the tomb was reopened in optimal conditions by a team of soviet specialists, and the papyrus was taken at Moscow to be conserved and restored. Since then, the oldest papyrus from Europe has disappeared for 50 years.
From Moscow, the oldest papyrus from Europe returned to Mangalia – Romania, in three boxes of small dimensions in August 2011 because of the efforts of the historian Sorin Cosleniuc. The papyrus fragments are only conserved and not restored, which is why the writing or the message on it is very hard to be deciphered at the level of the sign; with the help of the infra-red photographs, there are identified a few letters from old Greek, and the rest of the signs remained unknown.
In the entire Europe, there is another similar papyrus, in a museum from Salonika, Greece, but it is only a fragment. The one from Romania is comprised of 154 pieces, whose dimensions vary between a few millimeters and pieces of 3 -4 centimeters. Given the complexity of the text, the letters used, as well as the fragility of the papyrus, its deciphering will involve hereafter years of research, following the fact that it will answer to series of questions regarding the origin of the person buried and of the history of the citadel of Callatis[footnoteRef:24]. [24:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/the-papyrus-tomb-mangalia/] 

The archeological site biogas station of Mangalia was discovered in the period 1992 – 1996, in this area being situated the center of the Roman – Byzantine necropolis.
Following the archeological researches, there have been discovered tombs from the Roman and Roman – Byzantine era, among them, there were three tombs of hypogeum type, one of them being distinguished by the very large number of inhumation, 38.
The first tomb holds a bronze thurribulum, and the access is made through four steps executed from limestone dales, among them also the entrance in the funerary room there was a floor represented by live ground. The walls of the entrance are executed from small limestone blocks connected with ground.
The second tomb is executed of limestone blocks connected with mortar (sea sand, chalk, carbon, smashed bricks).
The third tomb has a cross painted with red paint, in the funerary room, above the entrance. This type of tombs can date back to the IV – VI centuries.
The most important are the ruins of a rectangular construction which is supposed to date from the IV – V centuries. Among the archeological materials discovered, there were listed a fragment of altar table made of marble and a fragment of altar table post, which makes us think at the fact that these places were situated in Basilica Coemeterialis, of the great Roman – Byzantine necropolis of Callatis.
There is also noticed the existence of some tombs from the Hellenistic and Roman era, indicating the expansion of the Callatis necropolis from these eras up to this area and their overlapping by the great Roman – Byzantine necropolis.
The researches also brought to light a concrete tank which also belonged to the biogas station.
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10. Constanta
Tomis, today Constanța, was founded over 2500 years  ago by seafarers and Greek merchants  came from the city of Miletus (Asia Minor), attracted by the shelter offered by the bay and the peninsula formed by the Black Sea  as well as by the  very good exchange of products made with the chiefs of the local population, the Getians.
Tomis period of great prosperity lies in the middle of the first century AD, when, with the introduction of Roman rule over the territory between Istra (Danube) and Eucin Pontos (Black Sea), has become a Roman province, the city reached the rank of capital.
Meanwhile, were built great temples and buildings, squares and baths (bathrooms), marble processing workshops were built streets and new neighborhoods.
Since the third century, the city is increasingly troubled by Carpo-Getae invasion, reaching be desolated. However, until the coming of the Emperor Justinian (527-565) the enclosure wall was restored the  (today also, visible in the Archaeological Park).The fortress is devastated by Avars in 601. A few centuries later, on the ruins of Tomis, a small fishermen’s settlement blossoms, which gradually in the following centuries, was developed Constanta.
The remains of ancient civilizations, meet in the city today, everywhere.  The Roman wall can be seen today in Constanta, which were closing the  north – western city of Tomis and the ruins of western and northern gates, whereby exit from the city was made. In the excavations carried out between 1958-1960, it was found that the wall was rebuilt in the sixth century on the exact path it has initially at the end of III century. The difference between initial and secondary wall that marks the reconstruction phase clearly stands at the northern gate of   right and left curtain walls of the gate. Enclosure wall, whose ruins we know today was probably built under Emperor Tacitus or Diocletian. After the devastation suffered in the following centuries was rebuilt during Emperor Justinian, as proven by Vasile Parvan in archaeological excavations carried out in 1914. It was finally destroyed by the end fo the VI century asa result of  Slavo-Avar migration. The wall is in chronological order the most recent. The wall of Greek period and maybe another of early  Toman period is not known, but their exitence is suspected.
Numerous other vestiges of the fortress Tomis are in the city museum, among them being found special pieces, such as the marble statue of the goddess Fortuna, protector of the city of Tomis, together with Pontos, the Black Sea god, the marble statue of the Glycon serpent (an Asian deity) etc.
The great Latin poet Ovid, who has recorded in his works (“Tristia” and “Ponticele”) precious information about life and customs of the natives Getae spent his last years here in Tomis Fortress[footnoteRef:25]. [25:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/tomis-fortress-constanta/] 

Șuțu Mansion, Constanța
Şuţu mansion was built during the nineteenth century, over Tomis Harbour, being one of the most beautiful buildings from Ovidiu Peninsula. The construction was carried out following the plans of the architect Grigore Cerchez, ordered as a summer residence by Michael Şuţu, one of the first numismatists from Dobrudja. Legend says that the villa was built on the place of an older house built by the father of Michael Şuţu, the nobleman Costache Şuţu, during the Turkish period. Michael Şuţu takes over this house about which is said to have had a wharf, being located precisely at the seaside. On this wharf  were brought dozens of beautiful maidens from Dobrudja, who were, by water, supposed to got to Turkey, in the Sultan’s harem. Many of them used to cut off their hair in despair, others  threw themselves in the Black Sea waters, just not to get to Turkey. That wharf was a place of great sorrow for the residents of Constanţa, whose daughters were obliged to become odalisques in the Sultan’s harem.
Şuţu Palace is a true architectural gem. Its façade is similar to the Arabic one. On the outside impresses with a terrace-gallery which has its roof supported by colonnades with decorative arches, painted on a wall. The interior rooms are decorated in the style of Arabian palaces from Damascus and Algiers, with specific elements of Turkish palaces from Constantinople. The ceilings are polychrome and the wooden interiors creaked when one was climbing or descending. The courtyard of the villa is very beautiful, but outstanding is the spiral staircase, built closely to the wall structure, allowing the  rapid descent on the beach. Since it was not inhabited, Şuţu Villa  had various socio-cultural functions. It was, for example, the heaadquarters of the Czech Consulate, but also of the Court of Appeal from Constanţa. Currently, the house is closed, but not degraded.
Inside, the arabesques  of the Moorish elements harmoniously mix with the traditional Romanian elements, the opulence of oriental ornaments is extraordinary.
Michael Şuţu has been important as being the first numismatist from Tomis, standing out as the initiator of several archaeological campaigns through the ruins of the old citadel. Europe’s leading experts  such as Regling or Netzhammer, believed that Şuţu is “the most complete collector of Pontic ancient coins from all around the world.” Much of his collection was donated to the Romanian Academy, and the rest remained in the family’s ownership. After the Romanian state has abusively taken over from Şuţu family both the villa and the extensive surrounding lands, the building was used first as headquarters of the Czesch Consulate, then as headquarters of Constanţa Court of Appeal, so that in the end to be closed and preserved[footnoteRef:26]. [26:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/sutu-vila-constanta/] 


The Genovese Lighthouse stands on the cliff of Constanta, behind the monument depicting the bust of Mihai Eminescu.
When the Ottomans not yet trod the lands of the old continent of Europe the Genovese galleys were landed in the ancient city of Tomis in the late thirteenth century. This Italic nation had to  to dominate for a long period of time, the basin of the Euxin Pontus.
Skilled navigators and innate merchants, the Genovese Italians knew the secret of that time: had under your control  the Silk Road, whereby most goods and diverse around the world were circulating, then you were leading the trading and prospering in everything. And the Silk Road was passing through the Black Sea, and later coming to the West through the Romanian coast and Thus, the control of the seaside Euxinus Pontus was ensuring their global dominance of trade.
Moncastro (the White Fortress), Licostomo (Chilia), Caladda (Galațt), San Giorgio (Giurgiu) or Constanta were key points colonized by the Genoese, where carefully controlled this ancient form of globalization: the Silk Road.
They have written important pages in the history of the ancient city of Tomis, but certainly the most important symbol is the Lighthouse, a living testimony as Latin continuity of these lands.
Around 1300 the Genovese were building here, of stone. a Lighthouse, which had to wear the legends on its shoulders to this day.
Damaged by the passage of time, the lighthouse was restored between 1858 and 1860 by the Frech engineer, Armenian by origin, Artin Aslan for the English Company Danube&Black Sea Railway, which has built the railway Cernavodă-Constanța and modernized the  Port Constanța,. The lighthouse pedestal is a quadrangular shape, of which an octogonal construction stands up with a platform that goes up ending with a platform that exceeds exceeding the tower and is supported by small buttresses. On this counterforce is placed a metal room with windows all around, covered with a round metal dome. The light of lighthouse was static, representing a bright landmark for sailors at sea. It operated until 1913, from 1948, when he was restored, a tourist attraction. It has the height of 8 m, being rebuilt in the honor of Genovese merchants who contributed to the flourishing of Constanta[footnoteRef:27]. [27:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/the-genovese-lighthouse-constanta/] 

The Roman Baths, Constanța
Towards the south end of the cliff, near the bus station “Terminus” were discovered and partially researched during 1964, the remains of  an ancient building, known under the name of “Lentiarion”. Through the nature of the construction material and of the architectural style, it was proved that here had been located the public baths building, which had been closely linked to the  mosaic complex, which southern extension had represented. The building consisted of several halls and rooms (lobby) mostly destroyed, unfortunately, by the modern civil works. However, the main hall of the building was kept and a lobby provided with a linking stairs between the building and the passing level of the town. 30 m long and 10 meters wide, the main hall was paved with large marble tiles.
The eastern longitudinal wall, built behind the cliff, is relatively well preserved (the maximum height of 5.40 m). It consists, in fact, of two walls built in alternate rows of bricks and limestone blockers – at 0.50 m distance from each other – and where have been made many holes, allowing a constant air circulation . In one case and in the other, there is about usual solutions in Roman technique, which sought the protection of the construction from the danger of dampness and the equal heating of the buildings, especially during the cold summer,  by warm air circulation produced in heating systems (hypocaust).
From the central hall of the baths through one of the entrances on the south side one entered a wide lobby (approximately 60 m²) paved with stone tiles, from where a ladder with wide steps climbed up to the city. Under the stairs existed an annex room with a vaulted roof, made of bricks.
In the space outside the building, throughout the entire length of the west wall (smashed up to the floor during the modern period) were found arranged the ceramic tubes of the underground heating system (hypocaust). The hot air and the steam produced within this facility were equally warming the walls of the building (in the south wall were found embedded on height ceramic tubes through which the heated air was circulating) and in the wall’s substruction were discovered several channels with the same purpose.
A particularly important element in knowing the functionality of this complex is given by the discovery of an inscription on the framing architrave of the eastern entrance. Deciphering the inscription in Greek language allowed  the conclusion that this building housed one of the public baths of the city, which annexes had been built through the personal expense of  a citizen called Hermippos, son of Attas (precisely, the one named Lentiarion, a locker-room where were supposedly kept the linen fabrics used inside the building).
The impressive thermal construction from Tomis is not so known, numerous rooms and compartments specific to the baths being hidden in the soil beneath the cliff of the city. However, the size of the clearway halls allow the reconstruction, imaginarily of the monumental architectural sizes of the building, built probably around the same time with the  Roman mosaic edifice.
The researchers believe that the Roman public baths from Tomis, were built, most likely, in the time of Diocletian, one of the most famous emperors of the Roman Empire and have an area of ​​tens of hectares.
The Statue of Ovidiu, Constanța
It was designed during 1887 by the Italian sculptor Ettore Ferrari. An identical replica exists since 1925 in Sulmona (Italy).
It is located in the old part of the city, in Ovidiu Square, in front of the first building of Constanţa City Hall, today the National Museum of History and Archaeology, near Tomis port.
The first amongst the statuary monuments erected in Constanţa after reentering under Romanian administration is the one that depicts the great Latin poet Publius Ovidius Naso (43 BCE – 17 C.E.). The bronze statue depicts Ovidiu into a deep meditative attitude. The statue unveiling from August 1887 occasioned a real celebration attended by all people from Constanţa, headed by the prefect Remus Opreanu, the initiator of the “Committee for the statue of Ovidiu.”
The statue stands on a pedestal of white marble, on which is encrusted a plate with a text of “Tristia”.
“Under this stone lies Ovidiu, the singer of gentle loving
succumbed by his talent.
O, you who pass on and if you ever loved
Pray for him to sleep smoothly.”
Originally, the statue was placed facing north, the construction of the City Hall Palace imposing in 1921, moving it on the  actual place. During the German-Bulgarian occupation during the years 1916-1918, the statue was taken down from the pedestal by the Bulgarian army, to be taken as plunder of war, but the intervention of certain German officers has stopped the original “cultural initiative”; until the return of the Romanian authorities, during November 1918, the statue was housed in the basement of the City Hall. During 1925, a faithful replica of this work was unveiled in the hometown of the poet – Sulmona.
Ettore Ferrari, born into a family of fine artists, has become one of the protagonists of the artistic rebirth movement after the Italy unification. His father, sculptor Filippo Ferrari (1819-1897), has taught him sculpture and has instilled his passion for Republican politics.
During 1868 he won a scholarship at the Accademia di San Luca from Rome, that he graduated during 1872, then  he remained within the academy for a long time as professor and, at the same time, deputy within the Italian parliament.
Between 1904 and 1917 Ettore Ferrari was the Great Master of the Freemasonic Order of the Grand Orient of Italy (Grande Oriente d’Italia). From 1918 until 1929, he was Sovereign Grand Commander of the Scottish Rite from Italy. As a consistent defender of democratic values, Ettore Ferrari was one of the most consistent opponents of Mussolini’s fascism.
After November 1925 when Benito Mussolini passed the law prohibiting the activity of secret societies, Freemasonry has been practically outlawed. Because Ettore Ferrari has not abandoned his beliefs, he was placed under police observation and his workshop was devastated several times by fascists. His repression has culminated during May 1929 with his  indictment for the crime of having tried to reorganize Freemasonry. Immediately afterwards, Ettore Ferrari transferred his full powers to Giuseppe Lenti, Lieutenant Grand Commander and significant anti-fascist fighter, who had emigrated to France. After only three months, Ettore Ferrari died in Rome. He was buried in Cimitero Comunale Monumentale Campo Verano from Rome[footnoteRef:28]. [28:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/the-statue-of-ovidiu-constanta/] 

Carmen Sylva Statue, Constanța
The statuary group representing the first Queen of Romania, Elisabeth, poetess-queen Carmen Sylva with a nymph seated at her feet is made by the Dobrudjan sculptor Ion Jalea (1887-1983) and was unveiled on 15 August 1937, during the ceremonies held on the Navy Day. The inaugural event was attended by King Carol II (1893-1953), the speech being made by the lawyer Alexander Osvald Teodoreanu (1894-1964), known in the literary world under the pseudonym Păstorel Teodoreanu, who, at that time was holding an official position within the Ministry of Cults and Public Instructions. Innate speaker, the epigramist made a very nice speech related to the role of Queen Elizabeth as patron of arts.
Years passed, and, once with the communist regime, the poetesse-queen – and her muse – has not found her place on the pedestal. The statue of Queen Elizabeth was thrown back and forth, ending up being relegated in the basement of the Museum of Sculpture “Ion Jalea” – established during 1968, through the works donated by the artist, being currently subsection of the Museum of Art.
The statue remained on the pedestal until 1948, when it was taken down and thrown in different places. It got to the basement of the Museum “Ion Jalea”, unknown by anyone. Within the museum inventories, the statue was recorded as “Statue of woman.” This way, within the inventories of our museum were “housed” a series of works in order to survive, such as the statue of Queen Elizabeth, or the statue of Queen Mary, by Oscar Han.
As a sign of the horrors experienced,  the statue of the Queen had on its back the  traces of a bullet from the Second World War. “After 1990, we tried to inform the public opinion on the existence of this statue. It had a bullet hole on the back, that was willingly restored by our colleague from the National Museum of History and Archaeology from Constanţa, Dan Ionescu. During the war  a lot of things happened in the port area ”
Instead of the Queen and her muse, during 1961, there was arranged another sculpture made by Ion Jalea, an “Archer” of stone. Last year, the statue of Queen Carmen Sylva was placed back on the pedestal where it belonged.
The statue of Queen Elizabeth was built upon the initiative of a committee after abandoning the plan of building a monument dedicated to King Carol I (1839-1914), to whom Dobrudja owes its reintegration into Romania’s borders. It was thought as a  duty of Constanţa to build a monument dedicated to Carol I. Eventually, this have not been achieved, especially since war started. Then a committee of initiative was thought to erect a statue of the Queen Carmen Sylva and  to place it in a very strategic spot. From the cliff, where it was placed, she looked directly to the offshore, towards the Royal Pavilion (Editor’s note – named by her successor, Queen Mary, “Queen’s Nest”), built during 1910 following the plans of Anghel Saligny, upon the suggestion and discussion he had with the king Carol I, about a place that would be helpful for the queen from the  point of view of health and poetic inspiration[footnoteRef:29]. [29:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/carmen-sylva-statue-constanta/] 

She-Wolf Statue, Constanța
She-wolf statue from Constanţa is a bronze copy of  the ffamous statue from Rome, Lupa Capitolina. The statue represents the she-wolf, about which legend says  it had breastfed Romulus and Remus.
Sons of Mars, the god of war, and of the priestess Rhea Silvia, they have been distanced from each other by their uncle Amulius. He had taken over by force the ruling of the fortress Alba Longa from his brother and the grandfather of the infants, Numitor, and feared that Remus and Romulus would later reclaim power. The servant who was supposed to kill them, took pity on them, and left them in a basket on the banks of the Tiber. Romulus and Remus were rescued by a she-wolf, which  housed them in a cave, and fed them. When they grew up, they decided to build their own fortress, Rome. They have failed to agree on who should lead it and, in a brawl, Romulus killed Remus. However, both are considered the founders of Rome.
The symbol of the she-wolf which breastfed them has been used over time not only as a mark of the fortress foundation, but also as a sign of a Roman legion, the emblem of the Olympic Games in 1960 and the emblem of the club AS Roma.
Initially, the municipality of Rome has given to Bucharest City Hall, in 1906, this copy as a symbol of the Dacian-Roman origin of the Romanian people. This year celebrated 1800 years from the conquest of Dacia by the Romans and 25 years from the coronation of Carol I as King of Romania. The Romanian people has received two other statues, located in Cluj and Timişoara.
Thereafter, copies of this statue were offered to other cities in the country, including Constanţa, Alba Iulia, Blaj, Brad, Braşov, Cristeştii, Ciceului, Dej, Galaţi Iernut, Leşu, Luduş, Maieru, Năsăud, Săcele, Satu Mare, Sighişoara, Târgu Mureş, Târnăveni, Topliţa, Turda, Zalãu.
In Constanţa, the statue manufactured in the country is located between  the City Hall park and Ovidiu Square.
Last but not least, other copies were offered to several countries with which Rome wanted to have cordial relations: France, USA, Argentina, Spain and even Japan. Thus, the statue, the symbol of Rome, bears around the world, the message of friendship of the Italian people. The original apparently dates from the fifth century BC and was casted in bronze by the Etruscans, on the valley of  Tiber river. Its age has been established by researchers who have studied the procedure of bronze-casting[footnoteRef:30]. [30:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/she-wolf-statue-constanta/] 

Anghel Saligny Silos, Constanța
Anghel Saligny Silos built between 1904-1909 and 1912-1915 by engineer Anghel Saligny, are located in berths 17-18 of the Port of Constanţa, have a height of 45 meters and a storage capacity of 30.000 tons each.
The silos were designed by Anghel Saligny, following the plans of the architect Petre Antonescu.
The initial project provides the erection of 5 buildings: 4 silos and a grain dryer. In the end, only three silos were built silos and the dryer. Until 1909 were built the warehouses no. 1 and 2, and at  the 3rd and 4th being built only the foundations. The first silo was equipped with the installations for the silage of grains come in wagons. Before World War I,  works started on the third warehouse, works completed during 1924.	The buildings are made of brick and steel structure.
Neoclassical elements on the facades and the overall appearance are strongly inspired by the architecture from USA of that time.
According to Anghel  Saligny’s concept,  each silo includes 250 sections of reinforced concrete, with a total capacity of approx. 30.000 tons of grains and a rate of 125 tonnes per hour on receipt, and 200 tons per hour on delivery. Saligny managed to devise a technology through which silos could be loaded, but also unloaded at the same time. The large number of compartments and their smaller diameter make that at the time of loading the silo with grains of wheat, barley, corn, they do not shatter on impact with the walls and nor  during storage, by pressing to the wall of the silo. Anghel I. Saligny (b. 19 April 1854, Şerbăneşti, Galaţi – d. 17 June, 1925, Bucharest), academician, civil engineer Romanian minister and teacher, is considered one of the pioneers of the worldwide tecnique in the design and construction of bridges and silos with metal structure, namely of reinforced concrete, one of the founders of the Romanian engineering.
He attended the first  school classes at the children boarding school from Focsani, founded by his father, Alfred Saligny, teacher of French origin from Alsace, established in Romania, then he attended his secondary education at the secondary school from Focşani, National College Unirea, from the same locality and later the high school in Germany, at Potsdam. Being initially drawn to astronomy, he attended the classes of the University of Berlin, having as professor the famous physicist Hermann von Helmholtz (1821-1894). During  the period 1870 – 1874, he studied engineering at the Higher Technical School of Charlottenburg, with illustrious engineering professors Schwedler and Franzius. He worked, under the guidance of the Professor G. Mehrtens, to the construction of the railway Cottbus Frankfurt on Oder and under the management of Gh. Duca (during 1877-1879), to the construction of the railway Ploieşti-Predeal.
Other constructions:
– Bridge over Siret at Cosmeşti, 430 m long (1888)
– Builds for the first time in the world, the reinforced concrete silo in Brãila and Galaţi, designed in 1888 and constructed between 1890-1895 the bridge over Danube from Cernavodã[footnoteRef:31]. [31:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/anghel-saligny-silos-constanta/] 

The Archeological Park, Constanța
The archeological park from Constanța represents a space with rich vegetation in which the spirit of the former citadel Tomis is still alive.
The side of park facing the Ferdinand Boulevard is still bordered by the Roman wall of the premise, construction which dates back to the IIIrd century A.D. and which represents two entrance gates in the citadel. Also, here there can be observed the remains of the Tower of the Butchers, redone during the times of Justinian and a series of architectonic fragments of the ancient Tomis.
On the building’s wall situated on the Eastern extremity of the park there can be observed the map of the ancient establishments from Dobrogea, an objective executed at large scale and built from natural stone.
Constanța is the residence of the county with the same name. The county of Constanța is the most urbanized county from Romania. The population who lives in the cities numbers 539.902 inhabitants, they living in the three municipalities (Constanța, Medgidia and Mangalia) and nine cities (Băneasa, Cernavodă, Eforie, Hârșova, Murfatlar, Năvodari, Negru Vodă, Ovidiu and Techirghiol). Besides the urban areas, it is also composed by 58 communes. It has a population of 756.053 inhabitants and a surface of 7.071,29 km2, it is situated on the 5th place according to the population and on the 7th place according to the surface among the country’s counties. It is bordered on with Bulgaria, the county Călărași, the county Ialomița, the county Brăila, the county Tulcea and the Black Sea. The county of Constanța is, together with the county Timiș, situated on the first place among the counties regarding the contribution to Romania’s PIB, namely 17, 4 billion RON each.
Military Museum. King Ferdinad I, Constanța
Works on the National Military Museum “King Ferdinand I” – Constanţa branch – began in 1980, but the cultural institution was put into operation on 2 May 1985 by General Ilie Ceauşescu, after he visited the Channel Danube-Black Sea. The effective inauguration of the museum from Constanţa took place on 23 August 1987 because Nicolae Ceauşescu, General’s brother, was opposed to the idea of ​​establishing the subsidiary from Constanţa. One has worked on the museum with materials and workforce of the Ministry of National Defense.
On 25 October, the Romanian Army Day, will be inaugurated the extended sector of the military park of 9 Mechanized Brigade “Mărăşeşti” and of Constanţa Branch of the National Military Museum “King Ferdinand I”.
Through this initiative is intended to bring gratitude to heroism and bravery acts of Romanian soldiers from Dobrudja and the possibility of presenting the contemporary Romanian military technique, but also a new offer for the cultural tourism.
Cannons of different calibers and uses (of field, anti-aircraft, anti-tank), communications trucks, antimissile or with other military devices, an armored car track used by infantry, two research tabs following that in a near future, to be exposed two planes, MiG 23 and 29 and a Romanian cannon.
The military technique exhibited has a Romanian design or under foreign license from the twentieth century. The military technique sector is arranged near the military museum, both locations being situated in the courtyard of the military unit,  from the neighborhood Kilometer 4-5 to which the visiting audience can have access as scheduled by the museum, hours 10-17, on Sunday and Monday it is closed. This is a first step on designing the military theme park, other two stages of planning the extended sector of the military park will follow during the next two years[footnoteRef:32]. [32:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/military-museum-constanta/] 

Program for visitors: from Wednesday to Sunday from 9- 17
Navy Museum, Constanța
By the Decision of the Council of Ministers no. 1127 of 29 May 1969 published in the Official Gazette of R.S.R., Year V, no. 63, p. I, of 2 June 1969, the Romanian Navy Museum has been authenticated as a republican institution, museum of first category, unique in the country. Located in the headquarters of the former Naval School, on 3 August 1969, the Romanian Navy Museum opened its doors in Constanţa, with the core consisted in the marine exhibition held in Mangalia since 1965. By Law no. 311/2003 of Museums and public collections, the Romanian Navy Museum was reconfirmed as a museum of national significance, the second within the Ministry of National Defense and the only one in Dobrudja.
The Romanian Navy Museum is organized on the tematico-chronologically basis, according to the periods of the Romanian historiography and has four sections: ages old, medium, modern and contemporary, presented over 30 halls with an area of ​​10.775 sqm. The ground floor is dedicated to the exhibition of the most important moments in the history of antiquity and the Middle Ages Navy, underlining the link that the Romanian people had since always with waters.
The original objects exhibited in these halls include the amphora with sheep tallow, from III century ac., monoxila from century XV, the navigation toolbox from centuries XVI-XVII, weapons, coins, etc.
Upstairs, there are evoked the evolution of Romanian harbours and shipyards, the development of the ships park of the Romanian Maritime Service, Romanian River Navigation and of the shipping companies during the contemporary period.
Marine uniforms can be admired from 1860 until today, orders and medals granted to Romanian Navy heroes, weapons and firearms, underwater weapons, manuals and navigation courses,  transceiver equipment.
In the museum park there are exposed outdoors warships, naval engines, anchors and propellers, and naval artillery pieces. The most valuable cultural assets are included in the collections “Fireguns,” “Orders and Medals”, “Plaques and Badges”, “Uniforms and Accessories”, “Model Boats”, “Anchors”, the picture gallery, photo collection, “Numismatics”, Collections of the book collection: “Old books”, “Manuscripts and Letters”, “Manuals, Courses and Navy Instructions” and “Navy Media.”
The heritage of the Romanian Navy Museum also includes unique collections such as “Navigation tools”, “Archaeological assets”, “Lens and models of lighthouses,” “Flags of fighting, pavilions, brands and navy banners”, “Ship propellers” “Artillery and artillery pieces”,”Underwater weapons”,”Seals “,”Nautical charts and ship plans”,”Works of art”,”Photo albums”,
“Graphics and sculpture”, “Ships and fragments of ships”, “Transmissions “,”Navy engines “,”Patents, diplomas and military documents “, Various collections I –books of  impressions, books of honor, speeches of some personalities, Various II – leaflets, posters, media collages;  Various III – personal archive (memories, certificates, tickets, property titles, diplomas, personal items, poems, books, etc.).
Total number of pieces: 37.800 goods,  number of collections: 33 collections of  which 22 museum collections, 8 documentary fund and 3 miscellaneous[footnoteRef:33]. [33:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/navy-museum-constanta/] 

Program for visitors: from Wednesday to Sunday from 9- 17
Roman Mosaic Edifice Museum, Constanța
The Roman Mosaic Edifice   is located near the Museum of National History and Archaeology and was discovered in 1959 during some civil works undertaken in the Ovidiu Square. Researches further to discovery certify that the monument was built in the fourth century and gradually spread until around the sixth century, when it stopped functioning. In its glory times the edifice represented the largest building of its kind in the whole Roman Empire and served as a linking point between the harbor and the ancient city, being the place where the  activities of trade and storage of goods took place. Originally, the building spanned on three of the four terraces of the harbor waterfront. The first terrace was located at the current level of Ovidiu Square and connected with one of the ancient city’s public markets. Some shops and the impressive hall with mosaic pavement occupied the next terrace of the building. The mosaic hall represented the actual place of meeting of the merchants and of the officials of that time. The last terrace was situated in the ancient harbor quays and included another series of vaulted warehouses covered today by limestone. The building was equipped with a rainwater drainage system, yet functional. Once with the fallen of Tomis fortress during the sixth century, the building has not been maintained and has degraded. However, being made of good quality materials, the  mosaic floor has been preserved very well. Currently, from the total area of 2000 square meters of the mosaic pavement is preserved only a portion of about 850 square meters.
Terrace A represents the ancient dwelling level and the terrace C represents the level of  rooms-warehouses (11 rooms with vaulted ceiling). At the same level, in the continuation of the building, there is a series of rooms that served as workshops. Terrace D represents the level of other warehouses for storing goods, located exactly in in front of the ancient harbour quays. It is currently situated under the sea level. The link between the terraces is made via a staircase with large and high limestone steps.
The floor of the room is of unique beauty and consists of two distinct parts: a frame that surrounds the hall and which comprises geometric and vegetal motifs and the mosaic itself, composed of pebbles of different colors: white, red, black, green, yellow.
Museum arrangements house collections of goods found in stores of the building: anchors, bars, weights, amphorae with paints and resins, statues, collections of lamps, marble tiles, multicolored mosaic, pillar heads.
In the former warehouses are displayed the epigraphic monuments discovered in various centers from Dobrudja[footnoteRef:34]. [34:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/roman-mosaic-edifice-museum-constanta/] 

Program for visitors: from Wednesday to Sunday from 9- 17

 Museum of National History and Archaeology, Constanța
The first concerns for the establishment of a museum in Constanţa date from the first half of the last century, but only after the conquest of independence, the ancient artifacts got the attention of the Romanian Academy and of the mayors. Remus Opreanu, first Romanian prefect from Dobrudja, and the school inspector Ion Bănescu gather the artifacts from Constanţa and surroundings and house them in the Prefecture’s building. The small museum was disrupted during 1882 due to a fire. After several wanderings, the Museum of National History and Archaeology was reorganized. The museum building was built in the early twentieth century, with a Romanian specific architecture for the local government. It was transferred to the museum by Constanţa City Hall during 1977. Exhibits pieces of prehistoric, Greek, Roman, Byzantine and medieval archaeology: flint tools, pottery, tools and weapons, architectural elements, sculptural art, glass pots, bronze microstatues,  jewels; numismatics: coins of bronze, silver and gold, unique being the Scythian coins; history. In two rooms located on the ground floor of the museum there are combined the archaeological monuments with great value, rare and unique pieces:  the collection of statues “Tanagra type” (from the Hellenistic and early Roman age); anthropomorphic pottery or Dionysian representations; the Tomitan heritage of sculptures discovered in 1962 (bust of goddess Isis, aedicule with dual representation of the goddess Nemesis, the statuary group Fortuna with Pontos, the statue of Glycon Serpent etc.); the collection of imperial portraits (Antonius Pius, Caracalla, Gordian III, Philip the Arab, Constantine); collections of gold jewelry, gems and cameos; heritage of silver vessels discovered at Sucidava-Izvoarele. The first floor of the museum is arranged chronologically – from Paleolithic to the Middle Ages: the large mammoth tusks from Poarta Albã, Hamangia ceramics; Mycenaean sword from Medgidia (XIV century BC) and deposits of sickles, axes and bronze ornaments discovered at N. Bălcescu, Constanţa,  Gura Dobrogei; the limestone statue of a  Thracian-Scythian prince (Sibioara) and a bronze cult boiler (Castelu), both of V Century V BC .; the collection of Greek amphorae and marble architectural fragments from public buildings of the Hellenistic Age, discovered at Tomis, Histria, Callatis; epigraphic monuments of Albeşti fortress. The Roman period is extensively represented by the discovered materials: epigraphic documents, stamped bricks, military pillars, architectural elements, farm tools, various ceramics, among which are outlined the collection of lamps, secular, votive and funeral sculpture – busts of some citizens, a solar dial,  representations of the gods Venus, Apollo, Hercules, Cybele, the Thracian Knight, funerary portraits and stars. The last two halls of the floor illustrate the completion of the Romanian people: Romanian house from Xth century from Capidava reconstituted, religious objects and  the monastic house from Basarabi. From the  Byzantine period originate: the collection of  skiff coins found in Isaccea, ceramics, tools and ornaments found in Gârliţa, Capul Viilor (Histria), Castelu, Dinogeţia etc. For the XVII – XVIII centuries, there are exposed weapons, religious objects and books, jewelry, household items and glazed pottery. The third floor illustrates the era between the period of disintegration of the feudal society until 1940: three-dimensional objects, documents and original photographs, books, maps, layouts[footnoteRef:35]. [35:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/history-museum-constanta/] 

Program for visitors: from Wednesday to Sunday from 9- 17

11. Ovidiu
It is a roman fortification from the centuries  V-VI AD, situated in the outskirts of Tomis. Built as an outpost in the northern defenses of metropolis, as well as to defend the water source from the current Cismea, from where the ancient Tomis was supplied, through an underground aqueduct. Today, the fortification is the beneficiary of a restoration program and after that will be introduced in the touristic circuits .
12. Histria
Histria was founded in the middle of the seventh century BCE (Year 657 BCE as stated by the historian Eusebius) by colonists from Miletus on the bank of Sinoe Lake, “at a distance of 500 stages from Istru sacred mouth” (as stated by Strabo). The city had an uninterrupted development for 1.300 years starting from the Greek period until the Roman-Byzantine era.
After a violent destruction, by the end of VIth century  BCE in full classical period, a new enclosure wall reduced to half the initial surface of ​​the city. During this period, Histria knows a democratic regime, the accession to the Athenian Maritime League, intensive trade and even its own currency.
The attempt of the first  Scythian wave to settle in the southern part of the Danube and the rebellions of the  Black Sea fortresses against Lysimachus caused a new destruction to the fortress, by the  end of IVth century BCE During the  subsequent centuries the city recovered and lived a new flourishing, especially  for the first alliances with some heads of Getae (Zalmodegikos, Rhemaxos). Ist Century BCE brought new worries and external dangers: King of Pontus, Mithridates VI Eupator, sent troops in Histria, and during the year 72 BCE the first Roman armies take out  the west Pontus colonies from the influence of Mithridates, and a few years later, the Getae-Dacian King Burebista is mentioned briefly in one of the inscriptions of the city. Once with the death of Burebista the fortress entered under Roman rule, thus ending the period of autonomy. Under Roman rule the fortress knew a new flourishing.
Archaeological excavations started even since 1914, have revealed apart from the enclosure walls mentioned above, a number of remarkable monuments dating from different periods of the fortress existence. Also, excavations have provided a rich archaeological material, mostly of it being exposed in the museum of the fortress: sculptures, reliefs, building materials, inscriptions, ceramics (Greek and Roman), glassware, metal objects.
Thus, Histria, the oldest urban settlement in the country, has been discovered since 1914, by the excavations of  the great historian and archaeologist  Vasile Pârvan.
The name of Histria fortress (Istria in Greek language), is given by the name of Istros river, as Danube it was called by the Greeks.
The settlement was surrounded by a strong wall of defense (only the western wall of the fortress wall had 10 towers and two gates), was supplied with water through pipes long of more than 20 kilometers, which supplied also the baths built during Roman times, the streets were paved with stone, and had both institutions of physical education (gymnasion) and cultural-artistic (Museion).
The necropolis, located outside the ancient city includes numerous funeral mounds and a small number of flat graves. The most often used funerary rite during the construction of mounds  was cremation. Mounds within Histria necropolis include in their infrastructure a peripheral ditch, a funerary platform and a rock belt such as green shales outcropped on the eastern border of the fortress. Some mounds are four to five meters tall. In the center of the mound are located mounds where near the deceased, are put pots, especially amphorae[footnoteRef:36]. [36:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/histria-fortress-istria/] 

Histria Archaeological Complex, Istria
Histria Museum Complex houses some of the most important discoveries from the fortress and its territory. The collection consists of pottery and stone pots,  personal and household objects,  sculptures, architectural pieces, inscriptions. They are distributed on eras (Greek and Roman, Late Roman), aiming their sequence in time. Thus, the downstairs rooms are destined to Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic Histria, and those from upstairs to Roman and Late Roman Histria.
At the entrance, one can admire a beautiful marble frieze, belonging to a Histrian monument,  from the late II-nd century, the early Ist century BC It was identified in the immediate vicinity of civil basilica, located on the south side of the street that starts from the main gate of the fortress, to the east. Designed in neoatic style, the relief  depicts on the front side images of Apollo, Hephaistos, Poseidon, Eros, Aphrodite, Athena, Zeus, Hermes and Hera, and on the side faces the figure of Apollo as  Helios. In the first room (L-shaped) after a showcase where are exhibited the main publications on Histria, there follows other five including ceramic  fragments belonging to the cultures: Hamangia (early eneolithic, around 5.000-4.500 years BC.) and Babadag (XI-VII centuries BC.) (see the map). Between them is placed a menhir statue discovered at Hamangia (Baia) in a mound dating from the early Bronze Era (the beginning of the IIIrd millennium BC.). Follows a series of showcases that include archaic, Greek-Oriental pottery (late VII century-VI century BC.): (bowls, amphorae from Clazomenes), Corinthian, Attic with black figures, fragments of  stone pots, terracotta votive statues, a malachite pond.
In the next room one can see a fragment of Kuros (marble, 560-550 BC., probably in Milesian style). Along with this impressive capital, other marble architectural fragments belonging to the decoration of the same building or to other temples, complete the image of the exceptional development of the fortress during the centuries V and IV  BC.
Leaving the rooms from the ground floor, the visitor can admire a series of altars, stars and other votive or funerary sculptures. We only remind of  the altar dedicated to Asklepios, which mentions the cult origin of this god: Pergamum city. On the right side are exhibited some architectural pieces: Ionic capitals, ionic with transom (Paleochristian) and a late Roman Corinthian capital[footnoteRef:37]. [37:  https://audiotravelguide.ro/en/histria-archaeological-complex-istria/] 


13. Enisala
About 8 km from Babadag, on a rocky hill near the town of Enisala, you can see the ruins of the fortress locally called Heracleea, actually a Genoese fortress (probably called Bambola or Stavrichi) built at the end of the 13th century and which was occupied successively by the Genoese (13th century - first half of the 14th century), it was probably the seat of an important local prince, Demetrius (Demetrius Princeps tartarorum), then it was occupied by a garrison of the Country Romanian and later conquered by the Ottomans (who named it Yeni Sale), the fortress gradually losing its importance during the 15th century, being then abandoned.

14. Babadag
Babadag  formerly known as Babatag, is a town in Tulcea County, Romania, located on a small lake formed by the river Taița, in the densely wooded highlands of Northern Dobruja. One of the several tombs of Sari Saltik is found in town.
The name of Babadag is connected with 13th century dervish Baba Sari Saltik, who is said to have led a number of Turcomans to Dobruja and to have settled them in this area. The town was first mentioned by Ibn Battuta under the name Baba Saltuk, as the furthermost outpost of the "Turks" (i.e., the Golden Horde). 
The town was conquered by Bayezid I, sultan of the Ottoman Empire, in his 1393 Danubian campaign. The construction of a fortress was begun here during the reign of Murad IV, but by 1650 only the fortress's foundation walls and towers were standing. In the 17th century, it occasionally served as the winter headquarters for the Grand Vizier of the Turks during their wars with Russia.[3] The town's location near to the Black Sea made it a target for the Russian navy, the town was bombed by the Russians in 1854 during the Crimean War.[3] In the mid-19th century, Babadag formed part of the region (sanjak) of Silistra within the "Bulgarian Government" (Danube Vilayet).[3] Following the 1877–1878 war between the Ottoman and Russian empires, Babadag became part of independent Romania.
At Babadag, the Romanian Army operates a military training facility. With a total surface area of 270 km2 (100 sq mi), this is one of the largest and most modern training firing ranges in Europe. In 2008, United States Army forces started to train at Babadag as part of Romania's integration into NATO. 
In the center of the city there is the Gazi-Ali-Pasa Mosque and the Kalaigi fountain. On Măcin street is the mausoleum of Sari Saltuk Baba Dede. Another tourist attraction is the Oriental Art Museum, housed in the 19th-century oriental-style "Panaghia" building. 5 km towards Tulcea are the ruins of a Roman fortress from the IV-V centuries AD.

15. Murghiol/ Halmyris
Murighiol (Independența from 1983 to 1996) is a commune in Tulcea County, Northern Dobruja, Romania. It is composed of seven villаges: Murighiol, Plopul (formerly Beibudzac), Colina, Dunavățu de Jos, Dunavățu de Sus, Sarinasuf, Uzlina.
The archaeological site of Halmyris is located near the village of Murighiol. Halmyris was a Roman legionary fort from the 1st–4th centuries CE. It is currently under excavation.
Halmyris was a Roman and Byzantine fort, settlement and naval port, located 2.5 kilometers west of the village of Murighiol at the mouth of the Danube Delta in Romania. It is locally known as the site where the bodies of two Christian saints, Epictet and Astion, were uncovered between 2001 and 2004.
Halmyris was the most easterly point of the Danubian border in Roman times and probably served as a supply centre for the fleet; early Roman inscriptions inform us of the existence of a "mariner's village"—vicus classicorum. During the late Roman period two units of the military fleet—Classis in Plateypegiis and Musculi Schytici (which had little ships, suited for the Danube Delta) may have been hosted by this city.
As for religious life, we know that in 290 AD, during the persecutions ordered by Diocletian, Saint Epictetus and Astion suffered martyrdom at Halmyris.
Halmyris served as a depot for supplies, colonization and cultural exchange in the region for 1,100 years. It was occupied from the Iron Age to the Byzantine period.
The original fort was made of timber and turf, but as the fort gained importance and a regular garrison was established along the Danube, the fort was rebuilt in stone.
Early in the fort's history, the Goths and Huns from the North crossed the Danube and conquered the fort. It was later re-captured by the Romans. In the early 4th century, the Emperor Constantine added a basilica.
A series of earthquakes altered the course of the Danube and the fort became more removed from the river. Halmyris gradually lost its importance and was abandoned.

16. Tulcea
Tulcea is a city in Northern Dobruja, Romania. It is the administrative center of Tulcea County, and had a population of 73,707 as of 2011. One village, Tudor Vladimirescu, is administered by the city.
Tulcea was founded in the 7th century B.C. under the name of Aegyssus, mentioned in the documents of Procopius and Diodorus of Sicily (3rd century BC). In his Ex Ponto, Ovid recorded a local tradition that ascribed its name to a mythical founder, Aegisos the Caspian.
After the fighting from 12–15 AD the Romans conquered the town. They rebuilt it after their plans, their technique and architectural vision, reorganizing it. The fortified town was mentioned as late as the 10th century, in documents such as Notitia Episcopatuum or De Thematibus.
Under Byzantine rule beginning with the 5th century AD the town was abandoned by the first half of the 7th century due to the Barbarian invasions. The former settlement's territory fell under the rule of the Bulgarian Empire (681-c.1000; 1185-14th century). Inhabitation was restored in the second half of the 10th century, as the Byzantines built a fortress on the spot after reconquering the region. The fortress was soon destroyed in 1064 by an attack of the Uzes, however some inhabitation continued. A settlement, larger than the one in the 11th century, is archaeologically attested beginning with the 14th century. The Ottoman rule was imposed around 1420, and would last for the following four centuries. 
The town was first documented under its modern name in 1506, in the Ottoman customs records. On that occasion it was described as an "important centre for the transit trade".
Around 1848, it was still a small shipyard city, being awarded city status in 1860, when it became a province capital. It became a sanjak centre in Silistre Eyaleti in 1860 and Tuna Vilayeti in 1864.
In 1853, The Times of London noted that "Toultcha" was "the last fortified place held by the Turks on the Danube, and which has a garrison of 1,200 men." 
During the Russo-Turkish War of 1877–1878, Northern Dobruja and specially Tulcea would be the sites of massacres and conflicts between Muslim Circassians and Christian Bulgarians, Russians and Ukrainians. The Circassians of Dobruja had settled there in 1864 after the Circassian genocide, and through their raids to other peoples of the region and handing over part of their gains to the Ottoman authorities, they would end up indirectly financing the construction of buildings that still stand in Tulcea today: the modern Tulcea Art Museum and the Azizyie Mosque. The Dobrujan Circassians were expelled from the region after the end of the war. 
In 1878, after the end of the war, Tulcea was awarded to Romania, together with the rest of Northern Dobruja (see Congress of Berlin). Tulcea was occupied by the Central Powers between 1916–1918 during World War I, and became part of their condominium following the Treaty of Bucharest in May 1918 (until November 1918). During that time, the statue of Mircea the Elder was taken down by Bulgarian troops, since during his reign Dobruja was incorporated into Wallachia. 
You can visit the Danube Delta Museum, Ethnographic and Folk Art Museum and Museum of History and Archaeology.

17. Argamum
Argamum fortress (according to the Latin name; in ancient Greek Orgamè, in Byzantine sources Argamon, in Genoese sources Orgame) is an archaeological site located in the eastern part of Tulcea County, on the territory of the commune of Jurilovca, in the place called Capul Doloșman, located at the contact between Babadag Plateau and Limanul Razim which, in Antiquity, was an open gulf of the Black Sea (Gulf of Argamon).
The citadel was located for the first time by the historian Vasile Pârvan in 1916.
The archaeological site covers about 100 hectares. It is identified by the presence of some ruins and some architectural elements: a gate, the defensive wall, some streets, early Christian basilicas and earth waves.
Most of the citadel was still underground, unexplored, but not infrequently excavated superficially by tourists and locals, the archaeological site having a total area of almost a hundred hectares.
How to get to Argamum Citadel is very simple, either we come from Bucharest, Constanta or Tulcea, or we go from Mihai Viteazu – Baia to Jurilovca, or from Babadag to Jurilovca, and then we follow the signs to the citadel, another 7 kilometers. At the foot of the hill on which it is located, there is a parking place, where you can leave your car, and then climb for about 20 minutes until you reach the gate of the fortress. Don't forget to open your eyes wide and take in the whole landscape!

18. Sulina
Sulina is a town and free port in Tulcea County, Northern Dobruja, Romania, at the mouth of the Sulina branch of the Danube. It is the easternmost point of Romania.
During the mid-Byzantine period, Sulina was a small cove, and in the 14th century, a Genoese port inhabited by a handful of sailors, pirates and fishermen. In the 18th century, the Ottomans built a lighthouse there in order to facilitate communication between Constantinople (Istanbul) and the Danubian Principalities, the main breadbaskets for the Ottoman capital.
Thanks to the signing of the Treaty of Adrianoupolis (Edirne) on September 2, 1829, that unfettered the Danube grain trade, Sulina, by then under Russian control, became an important port. Great sailing boats could not sail fully loaded to Brăila and Galați, which were the main export centres of Wallachia and Moldavia, because of the shallow waters of the river; therefore, they had to tranship at least part of their cargoes to smaller riverboats (shleps). The owners and crew of these shleps were almost always Greek.
Even greater development occurred after the signing of the Treaty of Paris (1856), which ended the Crimean War. One of the treaty's terms determined the establishment of the Danube European Committee(C.E.D.), which would conduct infrastructure works on the mouth of the river in order to make it floatable for larger ships as well. The technical works allowed entrance to the Danube for a great number of "foreign", i.e. non-Greek ships, leading to a higher level of competition. River faring, however, largely remained in Greek hands. The declaration by the Ottoman administration of Sulina as a free port in 1870 also boosted its development.
The Russo-Ottoman war of 1877–1878 led to many changes as well. The city was initially put under Russian control and after the signing of the Berlin Treaty was annexed to Romania, as was the whole Dobrudja area. According to a 1878 estimation, the town then had a total population of 800, consisting of 350 Greeks, 150 Turks, 50 Romanians, 50 Russian Old Believers and 200 others.[4] During World War I the city served as base for the Romanian cruiser Elisabeta, whose actions kept the mouths of the Danube under Romanian control throughout the war.[5]
In November 1916, the German submarine UC-15 was sent on a minelaying mission off Sulina and never returned, being sunk by her own mines. This was probably caused by an encounter with the Romanian torpedo boat Smeul, whose captain surprised a German submarine near Sulina in November 1916, the latter reportedly never returning to her base at Varna. This could only be UC-15, whose systems most likely malfunctioned after being forced to submerge in the shallow waters, upon encountering the Romanian torpedo boat. 
In World War II, the Soviet M-class submarine M-59 was sunk by mines laid off Sulina by the Here is a maritime cemetery, unique in the country and even in Europe. The cemetery in Sulina is a "historical reservation", where high officials of the European Commission of the Danube have their eternal place, the Dane Magnusen - chief engineer of the works in Sulina, the engineer Carl Kühl a young couple in love - a princess and a prince ancient Greek, but also many water people. There are also exotic names, with stories amplified in legend. In a unique case, citizens of 21 nationalities, belonging to the Christian, Muslim and Jewish religions, are buried in its perimeter. Some funerary monuments are true works of art, and the stories of some of those buried here are disturbing.
Another tourist attraction is the Old Sulina Lighthouse - today a museum - it was built between 1869 and 1870. With a height of 17.34 meters and a truncated shape, the lighthouse houses the office of Eugeniu Botez, known under the literary pseudonym Jean Bart. Also on the ground floor of the lighthouse is another room dedicated to the European Commission of the Danube, an international body established following the Treaty of Paris of March 30, 1856.  
Sulina also has kilometers of beach on the Black Sea, but it does not attract a large number of tourists. More recently this beach is used for nudism, in its isolated places. The beach is mostly undeveloped, which gives it a virgin appearance. The beach is the widest part of this kind on the Black Sea coast and has a granulation similar to that of Mamaia. It is an alternative to the Vama Veche resort.Romanian minelayers Amiral Murgescu, Regele Carol I and Dacia.
CONCLUSIONS
So, a wide and varied range of cultural, natural, historical and archaeological sites that can be visited along the sea line. It must be stated that in order to improve the quality of the cultural tourist act, however, some other fundamental problems on the cultural routes infrastructure to be noted in this context - roads unsuitable for the organized tourism’s development, unmarked cultural attractions, without a historical description, lack of parking lots, tourist information centers and other facilities absolutely necessary. In this way, many historic and archaeological attractions are not presented to the public and cannot be included in the visited circuits. Thus, we have untapped rich cultural resources, therefore touristic and cultural potential in the area that are not fully exploited in cultural, educational and economic terms. 
Discovering monuments and interesting sights has a positive effect only as far as they contribute to their preservation and protection. In this situation, it is not enough only to promote, but also to preserve the heritage for a sustainable exploitation in cultural, touristic, economic terms.
Therefore, a collaboration between the cultural environment and tourism sector it is imperative in order to bring forward ideas and proposals directed towards the diversification and improvement of the ties between the two sectors.
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